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"When the dangers that threatened the West 
India Colonies, from the doctrines and projects 
of certain Members of the African Institution, 
were first pointed out, they were treated as 
visionary ; and the writers who exposed them, 
were accused of a design to obstruct every 
measure of salutary reform, and to oppose the 
only practical expedient for preventing an illicit 
traffic in slaves* Subsequent events have 



* " The manifest tendency of this Pamphlet. (Thoughts, &c.) 
is to discredit the cause of the abolition of the Slave Trade and 
of African civilization; and its avowed object is to oppose the 
only practical expedient for preventing the illicit importation of 
slaves into our colonies, and the safe and effectual remedy for 
many of the evils prevailing there." — Exposure, &c. p. 1. 

" The two Pamphlets called Thoughts and Observations, are 
for the most part rather insidious apologies for the Slave Trade, 

B 
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proved the apprehensions of those dangers to be 
but too well founded ; the charge brought against 
the Planters, of carrying on an illicit importation 
of slaves,* has been qualified, and in a certain de- 
gree retracted;! the attempt to carry theRegistry 
Bill through the House of Commons has failed; 
and a motion made by Mr. Wilberforce in the 
last session of Parliament, for papers respecting 
the West Indies, was superseded by an amend- 
ment proposed by the Chairman of the West 
India Committee, which met with such unani- 
mous support, thatMr.Wilberforce himself, (like 

attacks upon the African Institution, personal invectives and 
libels against the most distinguished promoters of the abolition, 
and attempts to discourage the generous enterprize of civilization 
in Africa, than arguments against the Registration of Slaves." — 
Defence of Registry Bill, Letter I. p. 4. 

* " That African negroes have been illicitly imported into 
some, if not all our islands, since the year 1808, and even since the 
offence was made felony, there is abundant reason to conclude." 
— Reasons for Registry, p. 22. 

" The opinions here maintained, and the belief that slaves had 
not ceased to be imported into our islands, to tke extent of the 
actual demand for them, are so far in unison with arguments 
■which the colonies advanced or adopted, before the experiment 
was made." — Reasons for Registry, p. 51. 

f " Even our Report, however, will be found not at all to justify 
the representation, that we rested the necessity of this measure 
on the existence of actual smuggling. On the contrary, it ex- 
pressly disclaimed the purpose of building on that foundation ; and 
guards anxiously against the misconstruction violently put upon 
our meaning." — Defence of Registry Bill, Letter II. p. 5. 

Mr. Wilberforce declared in the House of Commons, that he 
was bound to except Jamaica from that charge.— See p. 4. 
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the prophet, who went out to curse, but was 
constrained to bless,) voted in its favour. 

Nothing could be more inconsistent and 
vacillating than the conduct of this Gentleman 
respecting his Registry Bill. In the session 
of the year 1815, he brought it forward, 
on the grounds stated in the preamble, that 
the " illicit and clandestine importation of 
" slaves into British Colonies, and the holding 
" in slavery free persons lawfully entitled to 
" their freedom, could not be effectually and 
" certainly prevented by the laws then in 
" force." In conhrmation of these charges, he 
referred in his speech, to the Report of the 
African Institution, entitled " Reasons for 
Registry," which had been previously dis- 
tributed among the Members of the House of 
Commons, and which states, " that African 
" negroes have been imported into some, if not 
" all our islands, since the year 1808, and 
" even since the offence was made felony, 
" there is abundant reason to conclude;"* and 
*' that slaves had not ceased to be imported 
" into our islands to the extent of the actual 
" demand for them."f Mr. Wilberforce referred 
to this Report in aid of his arguments; and 
thus, though not his own by birth, made it so 



* Reasons for Registry, p, 22, 



t Ibid. p. 51. 
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by adoption. Indeed, his speech repeated and 
confirmed the assertions it contains upon this 
point; for he declared that "the period was 
" now arrived, when supplementary measures 
" to the abolition might not only be resorted 
" to, but were actually called for, by the 
" practices which undoubtedly existed in the 
" West India Islands. He had been in- 
" formed from various sources of intelligence, 
" that the illicit introduction of slaves into the 
* West India Islands, (he was bound however 
" to except Jamaica,) was still carried on to a 
" very great extent."* After having thus urged 
the pressing necessity of his Bill, he nevertheless 
consented, at the request of Lord Castlereagh, to 
postpone the farther progress of it till the ensuing 
session of Parliament; pledging himself then to 
bring it forward at a very early period. 

When the next session came, so far from 
redeeming his pledge* he remained totally silent 
respecting his Bill, till long after the Easter 
recess; and then declared that he only intended 
to read it a first time, and let it lie over till a 
future session. On a subsequent day he re- 
nounced this intention; and said, that he should 
merely move for some papers respecting the 
West Indies. 

• Morning Chronicle, June 14tli, 1815. 
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The only reason he assigned for these delays, 
" that negociations were pending between the 
*' Government of this country and Spain, which 
" might lead to the renunciation of the Slave 
" Trade by that power," appears very unsatis- 
factory ; because, though these negociations 
have now terminated in a manner which has 
realized the most sanguine wishes of every 
friend of humanity, the result of them at that 
period was altogether uncertain. 

One consideration which Mr. Wilberforce 
did not avow, had probably some Aveight in 
inducing him to postpone his Registry Bill ; a 
conviction, that the allegations stated in its 
preamble, and founded on the Report of the 
African Institution, could not be proved. Many 
of the Colonial Legislatures, had declared them 
to be false and unfounded calumnies; the 
St. Vincent's House of Assembly, had declared 
them to be not only false, but wicked ; and, if 
false they are, wicked they certainly are, unless 
the ninth commandment is to be expunged 
from the Decalogue. Thus challenged, he 
shrunk from the trial, and desisted from a mea- 
sure, which, unable as he was to establish the 
facts on which it was brought forward, he 
could not hope to accomplish. 

The introduction of the Registry Bill ha(| 
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already produced the most serious and alarm- 
ing consequences in the West Indies. It had 
excited great dissatisfaction in the minds of the 
■white inhabitants, and great irritation in the 
minds of the slaves. The former, considei-ed 
the fees, fines, penalties and forfeitures, which 
it enacted, as a violation of the Act of the 18th 
George the Third, which expressly renounced 
the right of taxing the colonies ; and viewed 
the whole proceeding, as an interference with 
their constitutional right of legislating for them- 
selves in all matters of internal regulation. The 
latter, considered it as a preparatory mea- 
sure to their emancipation; which they were 
told had been actually granted to them by 
the British Parliament, but was withheld from 
them by the avarice and injustice of their mas- 
ters. Their minds being thus inflamed, symp- 
toms of insubordination and discontent shewed 
themselves, in many of the islands. In Barba- 
does, an insurrection was concerted,which, owing 
to the irnpatience of some of the leaders, broke 
out prematurely and partially, and after the 
loss of many lives, and the destruction of much 
property, was happily suppressed, by the prompt 
and judicious exertions both of the civil and 
military power. This event too plainly proved 
the reality of the dangers, to which the agitation 
of these delicate topics exposed the West India 
Colonies ; and not only excited a strong interest 
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for the preservation of those valuable posses-' 
sions, but a certain degree of unpopularity 
against the parties, by whose indiscreet zeal 
they had been endangered. 



In order to counteract these impressions, 
the supporters of the Registry Bill, from the 
moment the intelligence of the insurrection 
at Barbadoes arrived in this country, were 
indefatigable in their endeavours to disguise 
and misrepresent the cause of that unhappy 
catastrophe. 

Mr. Wilberforce, in his speech in the House 
of Commons, after reading two anonymous let- 
ters from Barbadoes, imputing the insurrection, 
not to the Registry Bill, but to the violence of 
the Legislature, and the intemperate language 
made use of against that measure, added, 
" that it was a little too much for human 
" patience to bear, that persons who had been 
" constantly charging the abolitionists with the 
" intention of making the slaves free, when they 
" had given circulation to this imputation in 
" the newspapers, of which the assertions were 
" most likely to be communicated to the ne- 
" groes, — it was too much to charge the friends 
ff of the abolition, or of the Registry Bill, with 
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" an opinion which they had done all in their 
" power to contradict, and to which they had 
" in no degree contributed."* 

Mr. Stephen, in his speech at the annual 
meeting of the African Institution, on the 26th 
of March 1817, made this topic one of the first 
subjects of his eloquence. Adverting to the 
insurrection at Barbadoes, he said, " Of this 
" fatal event our enemies have made ample 
" use, but with as much reason as the derna- 
" gogues of the day ascribe the riots in Spa- 
" Fields to the defective representation in Par- 
" liament. The Registry Bill was as much the 
"cause- of the one, as the returns from Old 
s( Sarum of the other, f I am ready never- 
" theless to admit, that though the Registry 
" Bill of itself could not possibly have pro- 
" duced this calamity, the rash policy opposed 
" to the Bill was a very adequate cause of it. 
" If it were not for the publications, within the 
" colonies, by our opponents themselves, the 
" slaves would know as little of these discus- 
" sions as of transactions in Japan. "J Though 
the mere knowledge of a Registry Bill being in 



* Morning Chronicle, June 20th, 1816. 

t Speech of James Stephen, Esq. at Freemason's Hall, 2§tlj 
March, 1817, p. 10. 
J Ibid. p. 13. 
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contemplation, of the details of which it may be 
admitted that the negroes had but imperfect in- 
formation, might not have produced this cala- 
mity, the " Reasons for Registry," which pre- 
ceded it, with various other publications indus- 
triously circulated throughout the West India 
Islands, were admirably calculated so to do ; 
but of this production, the learned author, with 
becoming modesty, said not a word. 

The most authentic document that can be 
referred to, for the cause of the insurrection in 
Barbadoes, is the official Proclamation issued 
by the commander-in-chief of his Majesty's 
forces. This states, that " the late insurrec- 
" tion of the slaves was principally caused 
*' by the misrepresentations and instigations 
" of ill-disposed persons, who have been en- 
" deavouring to induce a belief that the slaves 
" were actually made free, but that the manu- 
" missions were improperly withheld from 
" them." Can it for a moment be believed, that 
the Colonial Legislatures, or the West India 
Planters, were the persons who used these 
instigations, or endeavoured to infuse this be- 
lief into the minds of the slaves : a belief which 
would naturally stimulate them to obtain that 
freedom by force, which they were told was 
withheld from them by injustice? The idea of 
men's acting in such direct opposition, both to 
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their interests and safety, is so absurd as to 
outrage all credibility. 



Another valid authority on this subject, and 
highly honourable to the character of the 
Barbadoes Planters, is the letter of the late 
Sir James Leith, addressed to Lord Bathurst, 
and dated 30th April, 1816, of which the 
following is an extract. " It was not probable, 
" that the discussions which have so generally 
" taken place of late on the question of slavery, 
" attended by the misconception, heat and 
*' exaggeration of many individual opinions, 
" and followed by the mischievous delusions 
ic of those who have availed themselves of 
" every circumstance to inflame the minds of 
" the slaves, should have occurred to such 
" an extent, without producing dangerous 
" effects. The Planters of Barbadoes, who had 
" flattered themselves that the general good 
" treatment of the slaves would have prevented 
" their resorting to violence, to establish a 
" claim of natural right, which by long custom 
" sanctioned by law, has been hitherto refused 
" to be acknowledged, had not any apprehen- 
" sion of such a convulsion." 



4) 
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This testimony is confirmed by the official 
report of Colonel Codd (who commanded the 
troops detached against the insurgents) to Sir 
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James Leith, dated St. Ann's, April 25, 1816, 
in which he says, " I cannot however conclude 
" this report to your Excellency, without ob- 
" serving, that from the many inquiries which 
" I have made of the slaves in general, as well 
" as from the evidence and confession of those 
" who have heen taken prisoners, it is fully 
" ascertained that the chief cause to which this 
" unfortunate calamity is to be attributed, is 
" the general opinion which has pervaded the 
" minds of the misguided people, since the 
" proposed introduction of the Registry Bill,. 
" that their emancipation was desired by the 
<• British Parliament; and this idea seems to 
" have been conveyed by mischievous persons, 
" and the indiscreet conversation of individuals 
" on the measure. I am happy to state, that 
" though I very particularly inquired how far 
" ill treatment might have urged them to 
" revolt, yet I never heard it assigned as a rea- 
" son by any of them ; but, on the contrary, it 
" was acknowledged by all whom I spoke to 
" or examined, that they had been well-treated: 
" they maintained, however, to me, that the 
" island belonged to them, and not to the white 
" men, whom they proposed to destroy, re- 
" serving the females, whose lot, in case of 
*•' success, it is easy to conceive."* 



* The documents above referred to, fully refute the charge of 
wanton slaughter having been committed by the troops on the 
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When the language of the Report of the 
African. Institution, entitled, " Reasons for 
Registry," is recollected, which declares the 
condition of the negroes in the West Indies 
to be, " the most extreme and abject slavery 
"that ever degraded and cursed mankind;"* 
tl a most cruel and destructive bondage ;' ; f 
" a dreadful odious state of man;"| which 

unresisting slaves. Sir James Lcith's letter estimates the num- 
bers who had fallen at about fifty, and the following extract from 
Colonel Codd's letter shews that the first blood spilt in this insur- 
rection was that of the troops attacked by the insurgents. " I 
" halted about six o'clock on Monday evening to rest the men, 
" and observe the progress of the fires, in order to direct my sub- 
** sequent movements. In an hour or two afterwards I received 
" a message, through the Adjutant, from Major Cassrdy, who was 
" at a distance of seven miles, informing me, he had discovered a 
" large party of insurgents, but as he could not ascertain their 
" numbers, he desired orders whether he should await my 
" coming up, or attack them immediately. I directed him to 
"- act to the best of his judgment, stating the impossibility of my 
"joining him, in the harassed condition of the men, but begged 
" him to observe their motions, and I would bring up the troops 
" before day-light. In the morning, when I joined him, I found 
" he had been attacked by a party armed with firelocks, bills, 
" hatchets, &c. who gave three cheers, and dared him to come 
" on, as Major Cassidy belicVes, and as 1 have every reason to 
" think, from subsequent information, under an impression that 
" the black troops would not fight against them. This detauh- 
" ment not being loaded, the men were ordered to do so, upon 
" which the insurgents fired, and killed one private, and wounded 
" a serjeant. Major Cassidy immediately returned the fire, and 
" dispersed them, when it since appears they took a direction to 
" the other side of the height, pursuing their conflagration and 
" ravages." 
- * Reasons for Registry, p. 4. f Ibid. p. 8. $ Page 42, 
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describes the conduct of their masters, as 
" odious oppression;"* as " exciting horror ;''f 
as " founded upon odious principles;" J which 
speaks of their " cruel innovations and iniquitous 
"laws;"§ their " shameful and merciless 
"laws," || their "unjust and inhuman laws," ^f 
their " ostensible and impotent laws;"** (thus 
plainly implying, and in other passages di- 
rectly asserting, that the acts for the pro- 
tection of the slaves are passed in bad faith, 
and nugatory in their operation ;)|"|" — which 
professes to regard colonial slavery " as an evil 
'* which we are bound to terminate, as a re- 
" proach which we are called upon to wipe 
" off;"JJ it is obvious that such expressions,. origi- 
nating in such authority, even without " the mis- 
representations and instigations of ill-disposed 
persons," must naturally induce a belief in the 
minds of the slaves, that the Directors of the 
African Institution would make their actions 
correspond with their writings ; and endeavour 
to abolish . that state of slavery, which they 
deprecated in terms of such abhorrence. When 
in the list of the Directors of that body, they 
found the names of princes, peers, prelates, and 
statesmen, might they not reasonably hope that 



~r 



* Reasons for Registry, p. 37. + Page 42. J Page 43. 

§ Ibid. page 43. || Ibid. p. 40. U Page 66. ** Page 107. 
ft They are characterized as mock-laws, made, laughed at an& 
forgotten.— lb. p. 38. J J Ibid. p. 4. 
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the efforts of so distinguished an assemblage of 
personages would be crowned with success? 
When they farther knew, that it was intended 
this Report should be followed up by some 
new legislative measure in the House of Com- 
mons, were they unreasonable in presuming, 
that the object of it was to accomplish their final 
liberation from a state of bondage ? 

It is also to be observed, that the inevitable 
effect of the doctrines contained in the Report 
of the African Institution, and other publications 
written by Members of that Society, was to root 
out of the minds of the slaves all their former 
attachment to, and confidence in their masters ; 
and to encourage a persuasion that their attempts 
to shake off the yoke, were not only justifiable, 
but would be gratifying to a British public, who 
commiserated their present situation. Such a 
persuasion could not otherwise than prompt 
them to revolutionary enterprizes. 

JNo doubt however exists, that in addition 
to these incitements, the negroes were in- 
stigated, as the Proclamation recites, by " ill- 
disposed persons." The free people of colour, 
a very numerous class in the island of Ear- 
badoes, have been taught by different Mem- 
bers of the African Institution, that the pre- 
tensions to superiority set up by the white 
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men, and which form the basis of civil so- 
ciety, as established in all the West India 
Colonies, are futile and unjust. Thus tutored, 
they also became disaffected ; were eager to 
abolish those political institutions which kept 
them in a state of subordination ; and to rise to 
what they were taught to consider as their just 
level in the scale of society. Accordingly we 
find Mr. George Pitt Washington Franklin, 
and others of that class, acting a conspicuous 
part as ringleaders in this revolt. Many of 
these men have been well educated, and as 
they made common cause with the slaves, could 
amply supply them with intelligence of all that 
was published, or was passing respecting them, 
in the mother country. 



To causes of the description just mentioned, 
the general impression made upon the minds of 
the slaves may fairly be ascribed ; and it is not 
surprizing that being thus instructed, they 
should know something more of the discussions 
at home, than of " transactions at Japan.' 1 But 
granting that, the colonists did not preserve an 
absolute silence, concerning the dangerous 
doctrines and gross calumnies contained in the 
celebrated Report so often referred to, " is it 
" not a little too much for human patience to 
" bear," (to use the words of Mr. Wilberforce,) 
to expect from them, that rather than risk some 
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increase of thai knowledge in the minds of (lie 1 
liegroes from whence their danger arose, while 
they were discussing the measures necessary to 
avert it, they should tamely and quietly submit to 
the blow which menaced them with destruction? 



Domestic conspirators were also aided by 
foreign emissaries. Many natives of St. Do- 
mingo had found their way to Barbadoes", 
and were known to be actively engaged III 
promoting this insurrection. Several of them 
were apprehended, and sent on board a ship of 
war, but unfortunately found means to get oil 
shore, and make their escape from the island. 
From circumstantial evidence, however, there 
is strong reason to believe, that their coming 
there at that particular crisis, was not the effect 
of accident, but design ;* as will farther appear, 
from a comparison between the peculiar cha- 
racteristics of the insurrection in Barbadoes, 
and the following account of one that was con- 
certed in Cuba a few years before. 

In 1812, a conspiracy was set on foot in 
Cuba, by some emissaries from St. Domingo, 
who, by landing privately on the south part of 
the island, contrived to eVade the vigilance of 

* " N'est ce pas d'Hayli qu'ctoient partis les Missionaires avant 
coureurs de l'insurrection de la Barbade?" — Des Colonies, parj 
M, De Pradt. Tom. i. p. 308. 
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the Spanish Government, and to enter into the 
city of the Havannah undiscovered. The slaves 




> 


readily listened to their instigations, and en- 
gaged in the enterprize of obtaining their 
freedom by the assassination of their masters. 
So well was the plot arranged, and so wide 
spreading were its ramifications, that the mas- 


4 ' 
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sacre was to have been a simultaneous' act of 


* 


1 


the domestic slaves in the city, and the field 
negroes on the plantations in every part of the 
island. The white women were to have been 


> 


\ 


spared; and the chiefs had allotted among 
themselves, the ladies of the most respectable 
families, and greatest personal attractions. 






A negro woman who cohabited with one of 


< 


y 


the leading conspirators, and to whom he 
had revealed the whole of their designs, in 


4 


y 


confidence, felt alarmed lest she should be 
abandoned for a white rival; and at length 
her jealousy became so violent, that she deter- 


1 


i 


mined to give information of the plot to 
the Spanish Governor, only stipulating for the 
safety of her paramour. The plans of the con- 


A 


r 


spirators were then almost in a state of ma- 
turity, and only one more meeting of the chiefs 






was to take place previous to the explosion. 




i ■ 


She informed the Governor of the time and 
place of that meeting; and after the chiefs had 
assembled, he surrounded the house with 
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troops, and apprehended the whole party, to- 
gether with their papers. 

Among the latter, was found a minute detail 
of the duty assigned to every man on the day of 
rising; and a plan of the city, divided into 
sections, one of which was appropriated to 
each of the chiefs as his particular station. 
They were to have commenced their operations 
by setting fire to the suburbs of the Havannah, 
in order to draw the military out of the city, for 
the purpose of extinguishing the flames; when 
the gates and barriers were to have been shut, 
and the cannon upon the ramparts to have been 
pointed against the troops without, whilst the 
slaughter of the whites was going on within. 
A man of colour, named John Francois, a 
confidential friend and emissary of Christophe, 
was to be king of the island ; every office was 
to be continued under the Black Government, 
with the same titles as those given to the 
Spanish constituted authorities; and the secu- 
rity of the new dynasty to be guaranteed, by a 
treaty of alliance between King John Francois 
and King Christophe.* 

* These particulars have been furnished to the writer, by 
W. H. G. Page, Esq. and Lewis de Couessin, Esq. both of whom 
were residents at the Havannah at the time, and eye-witnesses 
to the execution of several of the chiefs, amongst whom was 
John Francois. 
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On referring to the accounts of the Barbadoes 
insurrection, which have been received in this 
country, it appears that, in like manner, the white 
men only were to have been massacred ; whilst 
the white women were to have been spared, and 
distributed amongst the chiefs of the insurgents. 
One of their flags was emblematical of this 
intention; the device upon it representing a 
white woman kneeling to a black man, in the 
act of raising her from her suppliant attitude, 
with the motto of « Wilberforce for ever." 
Thus the conspiracies in Cuba and Barbadoes, 
agree in their leading characters, and betray 
the hand of the same master ; Avho probably 
is ambitious to acquire the honor so exultingly 
predicted for him, that he should be " the 
" glorious founder of a new dynasty, that shall 
"at no distant period subvert the relations 
" of the western world, as at present con- 
" stituted."* 

Petion, though the rival and enemy of Chris- 
tophe, co-operates with him in the work of 
emancipation. When Bolivar solicited his sup- 
port to the cause of the Spanish independents, 
he permitted him to fit out an expedition in his 
dominions, but stipulated, as the price of his 



* More Thoughts, p. 101. 
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alliance, that on his arrival on the Main, he 
should issue a proclamation giving freedom to 
the slaves * 



* The following is a copy of the Proclamation referred to : 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. 

Simon Bolivar, Supreme Chief and Captain-General of all the 

Armies of Venezuela, New Grenada, &c. 

To the inhabitants of Rio Caribes, Carupano, and Cariaca— 

Considering that justice, policy, and our country, imperiously 
call for the imprescriptible rights of nature, I have been induced 
to decree, as I hereby do decree, the entire freedom of all the 
slaves, who have so long groaned under the Spanish yoke, for the 
last three centuries. Considering also that the republic requires 
the aid of all her children, we are compelled to impose on the 
new citizens the following conditions. 

1. Every robust man; from the age of fourteen to sixty, shall 
appear in the parish of the district to which he belongs, to enrol 
himself under the banners of Venezuela, twenty-four hours after 
the publication of the present decree. 

2. Old men, women, children, and all maimed persons, from 
the present moment shall remain exempted from the military as 
well as domestic and rural service, in which they were formerly 
employed for the advantage of their masters. 

3. The new citizen who shall refuse to take up arms, in order 
to comply with the sacred duty of defending his liberty, shall 
remain subject to slavery, not only himself, but all his children 
under the age of fourteen years, his wife, and his aged parents. 

4. The relations of the military employed in the liberating 
army, shall enjoy all the rights of citizenship, and of the entire 
freedom granted to them by this decree, issued in the name of 
the republic of Venezuela. 

The present regulation shall have the force of law, and shall be 
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The St. Domingo chiefs are joined in their 
views respecting the West Indies, by certain 
fanatical enthusiasts in this country ; but what 
the former avow openly, and attempt by force 
of arms, or insurrection, the latter, while they 
disavow, promote insidiously by their speeches 
and their writings. 

When these circumstances are duly con- 
sidered, the insurrection at Barbadoes may 
easily be traced to its true causes, without 
resorting to the preposterous supposition of 
Mr. Stephen, that the white inhabitants provoke 
insurrection among their slaves, to be revenged 
of the African Institution.* 

It has been remarked by the supporters 
of the Registry Bill, and with some degree of 
exultation, that no insurrection has taken place 
in Trinidad, or St. Lucia, the islands where 
the registration of the slaves has been carried 



faithfully observed by the republican authorities of Rio Caribes, 
Carupano, and Cariaca. 

Done in the head-quarters of Carupano, signed by my 
hand, and sealed with the provisional arms of the republic, 
and countersigned by my Secretary of State and War, this 2d 
of June, 1816, and 6th year of independence. 

i Simon Bolivar. 
(Signed) ^ Pedro Brisf.no Mendez. 

* Speech of James Stephen, Esq. at Freemason's Hall, 26th 
March, 1817, p. 15. 
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into effect: but this may be satisfactorily 
accounted for, without admitting that mea- 
sure to have at all operated as a preventive 
remedy. 

Supposing the spirit of discontent to pervade 
the minds of the slaves throughout the West 
Indies in the same degree, it might reasonably 
be expected to shew itself sooner in a small 
island than in a large one ; because the whole 
population could sooner be brought, to act in 
concert in the former, than in the latter. It 
would also be most likely to break out in an 
island where the number of slaves bore the 
greatest proportion to the extent of land ; be- 
cause the communication between them could 
be carried on with greater ease and rapidity, 
than where a thin population was scattered over 
a larger surface. Barbadoes is only twenty-one 
miles long, and fourteen miles wide ; and con- 1 
tains 70,000 slaves. Trinidad is ninety miles long, 
and sixty miles wide ; and contains only 27,500 
slaves. St. Lucia is twenty-three miles long, 
and twelve miles wide; and contains about 
J 2,000 slaves. These data will shew, that the 
storm might naturally be expected to burst 
as it actually did, in Barbadoes, where 
the number of slaves is greater in proportion 
to the quantity of land, than in any other 
British island. 
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Although the insurrection at Barbadoes can- 
not be expected, either to alter the opinions 
or check the proceedings, of all the supporters 
of the Registry Bill, (for fanaticism is alike in- 
sensible to the admonitions of reason and ex- 
perience,) yet it may perhaps deter the mode- 
rate and well-meaning among them, from sup- 
porting a measure which leads to such lament- 
able consequences; and will probably satisfy 
his Majesty's Ministers of the truth of the 
representations made, by the British Planters 
and their friends, as to the reality of the dangers 
that impend over the West India Colonies. 

A few years ago, the negroes there were 
happy, and contented with their lot; but 
a melancholy change has taken place among 
them, since the propagation of the doctrines 
published in the Report of the African In- 
stitution, and the introduction of the Registry 
Bill into the House of Commons. Instead 
of being satisfied with their masters, and 
quietly pursuing their agricultural occupations, 
they repine and are unhappy; their minds 
are filled with the hope of freedom, to which 
they attach the idea of spending their time in 
idleness and revelry; and their imaginations 
are bewildered with delusive expectations, of a 
state of things which nature has denied to man, 
enjoyment without labour. 
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To the mistaken notions they have so 
erroneously imbibed, as to the real intention 
of the Legislature towards them, must this 
unhappy change in their character be as- 
cribed; and the late calamity that hap- 
pened in Barbadoes, followed as its neces- 
sary consequence. Different publications had 
announced, that emancipation was the ultimate 
object of their friends here ; and it must 
be evident to those who are acquainted with 
the imperfect state of civilization attained 
by the slaves, that they can form no idea of 
a distant emancipation, emanating from causes 
having a gradual and almost imperceptible 
operation. It is impossible to impart to them 
that degree of intelligence, which is necessary 
for enabling them to comprehend causes and 
effects of a remote and abstract nature. They 
understand only what is present, plain and 
practical. Having been told that slavery was 
an abomination, and that a measure for their 
relief was before Parliament, their impatience 
led them to believe the insinuation of ill-dis- 
posed persons, that the boon of emancipation 
had been granted to them by the British Legis- 
lature, but was withheld by the avarice of 
their masters ; and this persuasion rankled in 
their minds, till it exploded in insurrection. 
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A change not less to be deplored than that 
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which has taken place in the feelings of the 
D '^roes, has also taken place in the situation of 
their masters. Formerly; their confidence in 
the attachment of their slaves was so unbounded, 
that every white man went to bed and slept in 
security, without ever locking a door or barring 
a window;* a state of things, wholly incon- 
sistent with the idea of their being surrounded 
by wretches groaning under despotism, and 
eager to avenge their wrongs on the heads of 
their oppressors ; and therefore a sufficient re- 
futation of the charge of cruelty to their slaves, 
for tyrants are always watchful and suspicious, j" 
These halcyon days are now at an end; and 
since the minds of the negroes have been 
poisoned by such instigations as led to the 
insurrection in Barbadoes, locks, bars and 
bolts are considered as indispensable precau- 
tions, and many a white man sleeps with 
pistols under his pillow. Such are the fruits 
of the labours of the promoters of the Registry 
Bill, upon the happiness of all classes of the 
West India community. 



* " Seldom does a white man on a plantation lock his door at 
" night. I do not recollect ever sleeping any where in the West 
" Indies, where I observed any very particular attention paid to 
" a precaution so necessary in Europe." — Letters on the West 
Indies, by James Walker, late principal Agent to the Berbice Commis- 
sioners, page 214. • 

f " Fear and cruelty go hand-in-hand."— Ibid, page 216. 
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Mr. Stephen, who quotes the authority of 
the late Mr. Bryan Edwards, and even links 
that Gentleman's name with his own, as if they 
were coadjutors in the same cause,* cannot 
but give due weight to the following predic- 
tion, fulfilled as it has been by the insurrec- 
tion at Barbadoes. " If encouragement shall 
" continue to be given, to the pestilent doctrines 
" of those hot-brained fanatics and detestable 
" incendiaries, who under the vile pretence of 
" philanthropy, and zeal for the interests of 
" suffering humanity, preach up rebellion and 
" murder to the contented and orderly negroes 
" of our own territories, what else can be ex- 
" pected, but that the same dreadful scenes of 
" carnage and desolation which have been 
" contemplated in St. Domingo, will be renewed 
" among our own countrymen and relations in 
" the British West Indies."t 



> 



Perhaps it may cool the ardour of some of 
our philanthropists in the cause of emancipa- 
tion, to take a view of its effects and con- 
sequences, founded on experience and the evi- 
dence of facts. 



* " The cvnel and needless aggravation of slavery, con- 
demned by Mr. B. Edwards, Mr. Stephen, and others."— Speech 
of James Stephen, Esq. at Freemason's Hall, 26th March, 1817, 
page 39. 

t Edwards's History of St. Domingo, p. 191. 
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In whatever glowing colours an enthusiastic 
imagination may paint the happiness that reigns 
among the free inhabitants of Hayti, the tints 
will fade when touched by the pencil of 
truth. The population of that colony is said, 
in a pamphlet published at Jamaica in 1814, 
entitled " L'Exposee de L'Etat actuel des 
" choses dans la Colonie de St. Dominsue." 
to have diminished since their emancipation 
two thirds ;* and the truth of the assertion is 
not denied, in the answer to that pamphlet, 
written by no less a personage than the Baron 
Dupuy, Secretaire Interprete, et Membre du 
Conseil Prive de Sa Majeste, Henri premier, 
Roi D'Hayti ; who merely asks the writer, by 
way of set off, whether five millions of his 
countrymen had not perished in the French 
Revolution? and tells him that this should 
teach him not to rejoice at the losses of the 
Haytians.f On the same authority, it appears that 
Christophe appropriates to himself, either half or 
three-fourths of the produce of his subjects, 
according as they are proprietors or only occu- 



* " Quelle etoit la population des negres de St. Domingue, lors- 
quc les esclaves y vivoient heureux, et soigne sous l'autorite de 
leurs maitres? On en coinptoit 500,000 et aujourdhui il n'en 
existe pas 150,000 les guerrcs, la misere, la faim, ont detruit plus 
des deux tiers de cette brilliante population."— L' Expos6e,&,c. p.17. 

f " Cinq millions de vos corapatriotes, qui ont peri par le fer, 
auront du vous appiendre a ne pas vous rejouir des pertes des 
Haytiens." — Premiere Lettre du Baron Dnpuy, p. 18. 
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piers of the land ; leaving it to them to pay the 
expenses of cultivation, and to find the reward of 
their labours, out of the remainder ;* a system 
of taxation which must in a short time prove 
destructive of agriculture. The best possible 
proof of this assertion is, that the cultivation of 
sugar in St. Domingo is almost totally aban- 
doned; and that the quantity of coffee shipped 
from thence is already reduced, from one hun- 
dred millions to about seventeen millions of 
pounds weight. 

When to this state of things are added, the 
arbitrary and summary executions that take 
place there, without even the formality of a trial, 
at the pleasure or caprice of their sanguinary 
tyrant Christophe, another prediction of the late 
Mr. Bryan Edwards, will be found in a fair way 
of being verified. " The Caribs of St. Vincent's, 
" and the Maroon negroes of Jamaica, were 
" originally enslaved Africans ; and what they 
" now are the free negroes of St. Domingo will 
" hereafter be, savages in the midst of society ; 
" without peace, security, agriculture or pro- 
perty; ignorant of the duties of life, and 
" unacquainted with all those soft and endearing 

* "Par les lois qui regissent le Royeaume, les Haytiens s'ils 
sont tcrreens, jouissent de la moietie de Ieur revenu, et s'ils sont 
manufactuiiers du quart de produit brut des terresqu'ils cultj- 
Yent."— Premiere Lettre du Baron Dupuy, p. 9. 
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relations which render it desirable; averse 
to labour, though frequently perishing of 
want; suspicious of each other, and towards 
the rest of mankind, revengeful and faithless, 
remorseless and bloody-minded; pretending 
to be free while groaning beneath the capri- 
cious despotism of their chiefs, and feeling 
all the miseries of servitude, without the 
benefits of subordination."* 



A farther illustration of the effects of eman- 
cipation, may be drawn from the example of 
Cayenne ; where it was tried under every pos- 
sible advantage, and without any of those 
dreadful calamities which took place in the 
revolution at St. Domingo. 

In the year 1799, the slaves in the French 
colony of Cayenne were declared free, by a 
decree of the National Convention ; and instruc- 
tions were sent out to Victor Hughes, the 
Governor, for their immediate emancipation. 

The whole number of slaves then amounted 
to about 11,000; of whom between 4,000 and 
5,000 were persuaded to continue on the planta- 
tions to which they had belonged, as hired 
labourers; the remainder refused to work, 



* Edwards's History of St. Domingo, p. 191, 



rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



< 



so 

and the greater part of them resorted to the 
town. 

Those who remained on the estates, worked 
by fits and starts, according to the dictates of 
their own caprice; so that the Planter, after 
having been at the expense of holeing and ma- 
nuring his land, and planting and weeding his. 
canes, had no certainty of being able to take 
off his crop. Each negro was paid for his 
labour every decade. When any of them 
fell sick, they were left to live or die as they 
might. Medical aid was not to be procured ; 
for the professional men who had been in the 
habit of attending the estates, being no longer 
paid by the proprietors under this new system, 
left the colony to seek their bread elsewhere. 
The aged and infirm negroes had no resource but 
the charity of their former masters ; whose dis- 
tress soon became so great, as to deprive them of 
the means of alleviating the wants of others, and 
they consequently perished in great numbers. 

Those who resorted to the town, lived in a 
most disorderly and dissolute manner. More 
than forty billiard tables were set up, toge^ 
ther with grog-shops in abundance. Gaming, 
drunkenness, robbery, house-breaking, and all 
kind of enormities, were practised to such an 
extent, that Courts-Martial, the only tribunals 
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then in force, were held almost every day, and 
executions were continually taking place. 
Nothing but the strength of the French gar- 
rison, and the system of terror maintained by 
Victor Hughes, kept the negroes so far in awe, 
as to save the white inhabitants from extermi- 
nation. 
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After the colony had remained in this state 
for nearly two years, the old order of things 
was restored by the French Consular Govern- 
ment, and the negroes were remanded back, 
as slaves, to their respective estates. A new 
census was then taken, by which it apjDeared 
that the negro population was reduced to 8,700, 
2,300 of them having actually perished in that 
short space of time. Such were the blessings 
that resulted to the slaves in Cayenne from 
emancipation!* 
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If such have been the consequences of 
emancipation in St. Domiugo and Cayenne, 
colonies possessing every advantage, which 
extent of territory, fertility of soil, and variety 
of productions can give, how much more fatal 



* These particulars were furnished by Henry Haftey, Esq. who 
went to Cayenne immediately after the peace of Amiens, where 
many of the facts staled came under his own immediate obser- 
vation, and the others were procured from the most unquestion- 
able sources of authority. 
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must they prove, in any of the small, worn- 
out, British West India Islands? Let it be 
supposed for a moment, that the insurrection at 
Barbadoes had succeeded ; and the negroes had 
not only become masters of the Island, but 
been left in quiet possession of it, without any 
effort on the part of the British Government to 
reduce them to obedience. A population of 
70,000 negroes would have been confined to 
a tract of land, 21 miles long, and 14 miles 
wide: where the woods, which in tropical 
climates attract the clouds, and bring down 
rain, have long ago been entirely cleared, and 
where therefore, during the greatest part of the 
year, the provisions necessary for their support 
could not possibly be raised. It may perhaps 
be inferred, from the example of St. Domingo, 
that the negroes would be able to purchase 
provisions or any other ai-ticles of which they 
stood in need, by the sale of their produce ; but 
the cases are not analogous. Almost the only 
produce they cultivate in St. Domingo, is coffee ; 
the culture of the cane being not only far more 
laborious, but requiring a regular and orderly 
system to which they will not submit. Besides, 
sugar cannot be manufactured without heavy 
advances, for repairs of buildings and machinery, 
supplies of stock and utensils, which they could 
find no, means of providing. Sugar is the only 
produce raised in Barbadoes. No coffee is or 
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can be cultivated in that Island; for coffee 
requires virgin soil, and will uot grow in old 
exhausted land. If, therefore, the negroes 
in Barbadoes were deprived of the sup- 
plies of imported provisions, which they now 
derive from the capital of their masters, and 
were left to depend upon their own resources, 
the greater part of them would inevitably 
perish by famine, in the course of the first three 
months of dry weather; and the case would 
be the same in any of the other old British 
West India Islands. Such is the fate, which 
the friends of humanity, as they style them- 
selves, are preparing for the objects of their 
tender solicitude! 

Both Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Stephen now 
deny that emancipation forms any part of their 
plan ; and it is perhaps the most difficult task 
that ever was imposed on the reasoning facul- 
ties of man, to reconcile their declarations 
on this subject with their actions, or their 
different declarations with each other. 

In 1813, Mr. Stephen treated the imputing 
to Mr. Wilberforce and himself a design of 
emancipating the slaves, as " the renewal of a 
" stale and idle charge, as much out of time as 
" out of place," and expressed himself indig- 
nant at the idea, of either ofthembeins- thought 
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capable of entertaining a purpose which he had 
publicly disclaimed."* 

In 1814, Mr. Wilberforce declared that " the 
" abolitionists took every opportunity of pro- 
" claiming, that it was the Slave Trade, not 
" slavery, against which they are directing their 
" efforts." f 

In 1315, the Report of the African Institution, 
entitled Reasons for Registry, written by one, 
and adopted by the other of these Gentlemen, 
broadly avows emancipation to be their object ; 
for it says, they " regard Colonial Slavery as an 
" evil which they are bound to terminate, as a 
" reproach which they are called upon t(£ wipe 
" off."J This sweeping anathema is indeed qua- 
lified, in a subsequent passage, by the declara- 
tion, that, " they only looked forward to the 
" future extinction of slavery in the colonies, to 
"be accomplished by the same happy means, 
" which formerly put an end to it in Eng- 
" land ; by a benign, insensible revolution, in 
" opinions and manners ; by the encouragement 
" of partial manumissions, and the progressive 
" amelioration of the condition of the slaves, 
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* Thoughts, p. 92. 

f Mr. Wilberforce's Letter to Prince Talleyrand, p. 21. 

% Reasons for Registry, p. 4. 
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" that should slide insensibly into general free- 
«* dom."* Soon, however, the Report 



strikes again, 



'' A louder and a louder strain;" 

and says, "it is absolutely necessary, unless negro 
" slavery is to be eternal, that those avIio legislate 
" forthe British West India Colonies, should soon 
" come to a right conclusion on this important 
" point ;"t loads the West India Planters with 
the most opprobious epithets that language can 
furnish, for " retaining their fellow-creatures in 
" that odious state of man which they have 
" formed •" and throws out a hint to the slaves, 
that " if manumissions are discouraged or 
" restrained, slavery can end only by terrible 
" revolutions or dangerous experiments at 
" best." % 

On perusing these quotations from the Rea- 
sons for Registry, it cannot but strike every 
intelligent reader, that this grand confession of 
faith, adopted and proclaimed by the Directors of 
the African Institution, is framed in such a style 
of Jesuitical equivocation and contradiction, 
as to suit all consciences and convey all mean- 
ings. If some passages are thought by their 
more scrupulous brethren, to be so worded as to 
invite the slaves to insurrection, their feelings 



Reasons for Registry, p. 8. t Ibid. p. 89. X Ibid. p. 8. 
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are quieted, by being referred to other passages, 








in which any such intention is disclaimed ; 








while the direct and inevitable tendency of 








various sentiments and declarations scattered 








throughout the work, is to animate the slaves 








to the very attempt the writers affect to 








deprecate. 
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Thus the African Institution, deceive at 








once, their disciples and their opponents. 








They induce the former to believe that the 
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promised era of liberty is just at hand, that 








they have only to snatch the fruit that offers 








itself to their grasp ; whilst they lull the latter 








into security, Avith the delusive hope that 








centuries may elapse, before any perceptible 
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change takes place in the present state of West 
India society. 
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In 1816, when Mr. Wilberforce brought his 
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Registry Bill into the House of Commons, he 






echoed the Report of the African Institution, 








and declared, that " this Bill was the basis and 








" foundation, upon which the superstructure of 
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" emancipation was to be raised."* 








Shortly afterwards, Mr. Stephen disclaimed 
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any such intention, either on the part of Mr. 






* Morning Chronicle, June 20th, 1816. 






■ 


"y' 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



V 



Y" 



r 



37 

Wilberforce or himself; and in order to put an 
end to all future misrepresentations on this 
subject, told the public, in a letter to that Gen- 
tleman, " that if a Registry Bill were passed, 
" effectual to its object, there they were con- 
" tent that the reform of slavery by Act of 
" Parliament should end." * 

A new light was then thrown upon these con- 
tradictory declarations, by the disclosure of a 
fact, which warranted the presumption, that 
they had only changed the means, not aban- 
doned their object: for it appeared that they had 
become the correspondents and agents of the 
great emancipators, Christophe andPetion; and 
the review of " Reasons for Registry," reprinted 
from the Christian Observer,'!" threatened the 
British "West India Planters with a day of dread- 
ful retribution, of which these St. Domingo 
Chieftains were to be the instruments. 

Since Petion has been in correspondence 
with Messrs .Wilberforce and Stephen,hebroadly 
avows, that emancipation is the object -of the 
benefactors of humanity; and although he does 
not mention those Gentlemen by name, little 
doubt can exist to whom he means that epithet 
to be applied. In his letter to the French 

* First Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, page 26. 
+ Review of Reasons for Registry, p. 31. 32. 
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Commissioners, dated " Port-au-Prince, 6th 








Oct. 1816," is the following paragraph — " Plain 








" reason has taught us to conclude, that if there 








" existed no traffic in slaves, there could be no 








" slavery. This plan has not been realized yet; 








" for nothing good can be done in haste, or 








" without reflection ; but the events are prepar- 




* 




" ing, and are calculated by the wisdom of men, 


A_ 




" the benefactors of humanity, who areoccupy- 








" ing themselves with it. It therefore must be 








" executed." 
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Leaving Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Stephen to 








reconcile their contradictory declarations, they 








have also to justify their acknowledging, and 






addressing, as a legitimate Sovereign, a person 
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who has not been so recognized by the Govern- 
ment of their own country. Is it proper that 
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they, as agents for Christophe,* should carry 
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The Examination upon oath of Mr. John Pavageau, 4th Decern- 








ber, 1816. 
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Question. Who are the Agents or Correspondents of Christophe 
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in England ? 








Answer. I do not know: Mr. Peltier was Christophe's Agent 








in London some time ago ; but he was discarded, and I 
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have not heard who succeeded him. 








The Examination upon oath of Louis Perrotin, 3d Dec. 1816. 








Question. Have you any knowledge of the Chiefs of the Go- 








vernment of Hayti. Do you know, or have you heard, who 
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on an official and confidential correspondence 
with him, as King of Hayti, through the medium 
of the person whom he has been pleased to 
create Le Comte de Limonade, and to style his 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs? Is it right 
that they should deliver inflammatory harangues 
at meetings of a motley assemblage of white, 
black, and tawney-coloured people, collected 
together at a tavern; the direct tendency of 
which is to excite insurrection in our West 
India Islands? The pompous and unmerited 
eulogium pronounced by Mr. Stephen on Chris- 



are their Agents or Correspondents in this country or in 
England? If yea, name them. 

Answer. The Chief in the North part is Christophe, and the 
other part Petion. I don't know in this country any 
Agent. I know the correspondents in England. I know 
that Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Stephen, and Mr. Macaulay, are 
the correspondents of Christophe. 

Question. Are you acquainted with any particulars respect-, 
ing the communications between Messrs. Wilberforce, 
Stephen, and Macaulay and Christophe ; and have you 
any knowledge of the vessel or vessels which conveyed 
such communications having come to this Island from 
. Hayti? 

Answer. Yes, Sir ; I know one schooner named Catherine Ann, 
was chartered by Messrs. Wilberforce, Stephen, and Ma- 
caulay : she sailed from London the 25th of last August 
with five Missionaries on board, under the direction of an 
American Negro called Prince Saunders. I know she ar- 
rived safe at Cape Francois ; since that, the same schooner 
came here direct from Cape Francois in ballast, consigned 
to Hyslops. She was entered in the Custom-house ia 
Kingston as coming from Monte Christo. 
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tophe, at the meeting' alluded to, might with 
equal propriety, have been pronounced on 
George Franklin Pitt Washington, or any other 
insurgent, who was tried by the laws of his 
country, and executed at. Barbae] oes ; for the 
only difference between them is, that the one 
succeedeel and was crowned, and the other 
failed and was hanged. The cause in which 
they all engaged was precisely the same, the 
emancipation of the slaves by the massacre of 
their masters. 



If meetings are held in this country, at which 
doctrines are promulgated that threaten to dis- 
turb the public tranquillity, and subvert the es- 
tablished order of society ; if Spencean philoso- 
phers preach up the abstract rights of man, and 
argue in favour of an Agrarian division of lands, 
Ministers are sufficiently alive to the conse- 
quences, of thus irritating the minds of the lower 
orders against their superiors, and immediately 
call upon the Legislature to arm them with ad- 
ditional powers to guarel against the threatened 
danger. The inhabitants of the West Indies 
derive, from their allegiance, the same claim to 
protection as every other class of His Majesty's 
subjects ; but hitherto, persons have been per- 
mitted, with absolute impunity, to preach and 
publish doctrines subversive of the state of so- 
ciety in those colonies, as by law established, 
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and threatening both the lives and property of 
the inhabitants with destruction. Such pro- 
ceedings loudly call for the prompt and watchful 
interposition of His Majesty's Ministers, as they 
value the safety of those important possessions. 

A more precautionary system of policy, in 
this respect, has been acted upon in France. 
In the year 1816, a new club, upon the basis 
of the former society of Les Amis des Noirs, 
was established in Paris, of which the Abbe 
Gregoire, one of the few surviving regicide 
members of the old club, was president. Their 
meetings were held in the Rue Martyr, and 
frequented by a great number of blacks and 
mulattoes ; but the French Government, having 
profited by dear-bought experience, abolished 
the club. 

The principal leaders of the old society of 
the Amis des Noirs were regicides ; Brissot, 
Condorcet, Petion, Robespierre, and a number 
of other violent Jacobins, who, while they main- 
taiiied their popularity by making flaming 
speeches in praise of humanity, kept the guillo- 
tine in a state of constant activity. This mo- 
dern hypocritical Philanthropy wears a smile 
on her face, but carries a dagger in her hand. 
Her professors " are like whitened sepulchres, 
'* which indeed appear beautiful outwards, but 
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" are within full of dead men's bones, and of 
" all uncleanness." Openly they profess bene- 
volence, amelioration, and happiness ; but 
covertly they promote insurrections, massacres 
and desolation. 



It might have been hoped, that the insur- 
rection at Barbadoes would have operated 
as a warning, against the danger of renewing 
those discussions, which had led to that me- 
lancholy event. But at the meeting of the 
African Institution, held at the Freemason's 
Tavern on the 26th March 1817, Mr. Stephen 
announced the determination, of the friends 
of humanity, not to be deterred by that catas- 
trophe, from again bringing forward the Re- 
gistry Bill in Parliament, at an early period. 
This declaration is in perfect consistency 
with the sentiment which the learned Gentle- 
man is reported to have expressed in the 
memorable speech which he made on that 
occasion, that " better were it for the wretched 
" objects of their solicitude to perish, and the 
" colonies which they tilled to be abandoned, 
" than that they should live in the state to 
" which they would be exposed, if their situa- 
" tion were not reformed and ameliorated. For 
" this purpose the registration was intended, 
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"and without it the law of abolition would be 
" totally neutralized." * 

After Mr. S. bad abandoned the charge on 
which the Registry Bill was originally founded, 
(and by proving which it could alone be sup- 
ported,) the systematic violation of the laws 
passed for the abolition of the Slave Trade— after 
he had even denied, that such a charge was 
made in the preamble to that Bill, who could 
have expected that this untenable and recanted 
accusation would have been revived ? 

" But faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast 

" To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last !"f 

This violent tirade could not have been 
the result of any conviction, of the futility 
of the different Registry Bills passed and 
passing by the different Colonial Legisla- 
tures ; for copies of very few of them had 
at that time arrived in this country. In- 
deed, Mr. Stephen admitted that he had seen 
a copy of only one of those Acts, and of this 
he says, " I did not obtain a full perusal, before 
" it was lost." J So that it appears to have 
been the effect of a predetermination, long since 
openly and deliberately avowed by himself and 
his friends, not to be satisfied with any thing 



* Star, 28th March, 1817. + Lalla Rookh. 

| Speech of J. Stephen, Esq. page 27. 
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short of direct Parliamentary interference in 
the internal regulations of the Colonies. * 

The conduct of the African Institution 
towards the inhabitants of the West Indies, 
is equally intolerant and unreasonable. They 
reproach them with " passing mock-laws, 
"made, laughed at, and forgotten;"! "which 
" will perhaps be made a cover, for the very 
"frauds they are designed to prevent;" they 
declare that " the Assemblies are not only 
" averse to this work, but unequal to it;"% and 
then the very parties who use this language, 
upbraid and revile them for not making laws 
to their satisfaction. 

Individuals have sometimes been known to 
receive letters from incendiaries, threatening, 
that unless they put a certain sum of money, in 
a certain place, by a certain day, they and all 
their families shall be annihilated. Men who 
write such letters, deal honestly, candidly, 
and liberally, with the parties to whom they 
address them, compared with the manner 
in which this Society treat the West India 
Planters : for the former only desire their 
friends to do that which they possess the means 
of doing, and thereby at least give them an 



Reasons for Registry, p. 107. t Ibid. p. 38. J Ibid. p. 



107. 
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opportunity of purchasing their redemption; 
but the latter call upon the West India Planters, 
to do that which they have already told them 
it is impossible for them to do, on pain of their 
persisting in measures, which must inevitably 
excite their slaves to such revolutionary enter- 
prizes, as cannot but ultimately terminate in 
the destruction of their masters. 

Whilst Mr. Stephen, with his usual incon- 
sistency, declares the inutility of these Colonial 
Registry Bills, and condemns them all as totally 
inadequate to their object, he in the same 
breath arrogates great merit to himself and his 
friends, for having obtained them. " They were 
" now told that the islands themselves, from 
" Jamaica to Barbadoes, were passing Registry 
" Bills ; but would this ever have been done, if 
" the Institution had not pledged itself to the 
" measure." * " The Institution had at all 
" events to congratulate itself, that in the 
" Registry Bills they had obtained an ample 
" equivalent, for all the misrepresentation, all 
" the opposition, all the interested calumnies 
" they had to encounter.'' f If these Colonial 
Registry Bills are such mere evasions as he 
has described the acts of the Colonial Legisla- 
tures in his Pamphlet, " mock-laws, made, 



* Morning Herald, 27th March, 1817. 



+ Ibid. 
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V laughed at, and forgotten, covers for the 
" frauds they profess to prevent," what merit 
can be due to him and his friends for having 
obtained them ? If, on the contrary, they de- 
serve all the encomiums he passed upon them 
in his speech, when endeavouring to arrogate 
the merit of their origin to the African Institu- 
tion, where could be the necessity of calling 
upon Parliament to do that which the Colonial 
Legislatures have done, and so well done 
already ? Never were inconsistency and con- 
tradiction more completely betrayed, than in 
this speech, as reported in the daily papers ! 



' 



It is no less conspicuous for arrogance, than 
for inconsistency : for the merit of the Registry 
Bills passed by the Colonial Legislatures, is 
due, not to the African Institution, but to Par- 
liament and His Majesty's Ministers. The 
former declared they would not be satisfied 
with such Registry Bills : the latter declared 
they would. The former discouraged them : 
the latter encouraged them. In answer to the 
Reasons for Registry, and the preamble of Mr. 
Wilberfbrce's Bill, stating the objects of it to be 
to prevent what could not be effectually pre- 
vented by the laws now in force, (the violation 
of the laws passed for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the unlawfully holding free persons 
in slavery,) the Jamaica House of Assembly 
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resolved, " that they could not, in compliment 
" to any body of men, pass legislative enact- 
" nients to punish imaginary crimes." But in 
answer to the call made by Parliament, through 
His Majesty's Ministers, to pass such laws as 
shouldrender any violation of the Abolition Laws 
impracticable, and give the Legislature of the 
mother country regular returns of the increase or 
decrease of the slave population, they immedi- 
ately framed the laws in question. The conduct 
of the African Institution, repelled and prevented 
those laws; the conduct of Parliament and His 
Majesty's Ministers, invited and obtained them ; 
and yet the African Institution arrogate the merit 
. of them to themselves. A drowning man, it is 
said, Avill catch at a straw ; and Mr. Stephen, 
finding no substantial or real object of popu- 
larity to lay hold of, grasps at a shadow. 



The foregoing comments apply to the speech 
of Mr. Stephen, as reported in the public 
papers, being his speech as spoken; those 
that follow apply to a Pamphlet he has since 
published, being his speech, not as spoken, but 
as printed. 

In the dedication of this speech to the Duke 
of Gloucester, Mr. Stephen informs the public, 
** that His Royal Highness had done him the 
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" honour to request he would publish the 
" speech which he made at the late anniver- 
" sary dinner of the African Institution;" It 
appears, however, that instead of comph ing 
with this request, he thought proper to publish 
something quite different, having, according 
to his own account, said much that he has 
not printed, and printed much that he never 
said.* This is a curious as well as novel mode 
of proceeding : not very respectful to the Duke 
of Gloucester, who requested him to print the 
speech which he had heard and approved, and 
not a speech to be hereafter composed, of 
which His Royal Highness could know 
nothing : nor does it appear quite candid, to- 
wards the public, to send into the world, under 
the sanction of the authority and approbation 



y 
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* " Mr. Stephen here proceeded at considerable length to 
notice the charges against Mr. Macaulay, as Secretary to the 
Berbice Commission. It was intended not only to insert 
this part of the speech, but, as in other places, to introduce 
such parts of the subject as were omitted." (Mr. Stephen's 
Speech, page 33.) " In fact, I meant to introduce some important 
topics, which the consciousness of having intruded too long on 
yourBoyal Higlmess's patience, and the fear of so unusual and 
unexpected suspension of our business proving inconvenient to 
you, and to my auditors in general, induced me wholly to omit. 
Those omissions 1 have now thought it allowable to retrieve." — 
Dedication, page 4. — " This and most other parts of the Defence 
against the charges in Mr. Marryat's work, are wholly additions 
to the Speech, having been omitted when it was delivered." — 
Speech, Note, page 43. 
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of His Royal Highness, a speech which he had 
never heard, and of which therefore he could 
by no possibility have expressed, or even 
formed an opinion. 

Mr. Macaulay seems to have some reason to 
complain that his vindication, which formed a 
considerable part of the original speech, should 
have been altogether omitted in the printed 
Pamphlet. If Mr. Stephen found " it impossible 
" to introduce all the facts necessary to the 
" clear apprehension of a case so little known 
" to the public," jat least he might -have found 
room for the original and energetic argument 
he is reported to have used at the public 
meeting, where he not only said, but swore, 
that Mr. Macaulay was a great and good man;* 
and this profanation of the name of the Deity 
was received with long and loud applauses! 
Who could deny his assent to a proposition 
thus emphatically supported r But perhaps Mr. 
Stephen thought, on cool reflection, that argu- 
ments which went down very well with a partial 
auditory, might not so safely pass the ordeal of 
public criticism. If when he wrote his 
Pamphlet, he came to the conclusion, "that 
" it was better wholly to omit a subject, than 



* " That great and good man Mr. Macaulay, for such lefore 
God I know him to be. (Loud and long applausts") Morning 
Herald, 27th March, 1817. 
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" to give a detailed imperfect and unsatisfac- 
" tory view of it," it appears extraordinary that 
the same prudential consideration did not 
strike his mind some months before, when he 
made his speech, and when he could not possi- 
bly have been better, and probably was not so 
well prepared to do it justice. 

Unfortunately, this omission of the vindica- 
tion of his friend, subjects him to the imputa- 
tion of a selfish motive ; for it appears to have 
been made, in order to give him an oppor- 
tunity of repelling what he calls the slanders 
upon himself and his son, which in his speech 
he disposed of in the lump, by one broad 
unequivocal contradiction,* but which in detail 
occupy nearly one-third of his Pamphlet; and 
after stating that " Mr. Marryat has indulged 
" his spleen, by several imputations on his son 
" and him, not one of which, however boldly 
" advanced, has the slightest foundation in 
" truth,"! he enlarges upon some of them, so 
far as to prove the truth of them himself. 

He impeaches the veracity of the assertion, 
that the appointment of his son gave him 



* " With respect to himself and his son, he must give one 
broad unequivocal contradiction, of the statements respecting 
them." — Morning Herald, March 27th, 1817. 

t Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. 34. 
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access to the colonial papers ; and then says, 
" to the public and private motives that I have 
" mentioned, perhaps there was added the 
" opinion, that a son of mine would have pecu- 
" liar resources, in cases of difficulty, from my 
" having practised eleven years at the colonial 
" bar, and about seventeen years more almost 
" exclusively at the Cock-pit."*' Now in what 
manner the knowledge and experience of the 
father were to be useful to the son, in these 
difficult cases, without his having access to the 
papers on which he was to be consulted ; or 
how he could form opinions upon documents 
without first learning their contents, will require 
an extraordinary degree of casuistry satisfac- 
torily to explain. 

Mr. Stephen proceeds thus, " Nor ought I to 
" suppress in this place a surmise, though it is 
" merely such, that his Lordship in appointing 
" a son of mine, and a Director of this Institu- 
" tion, (the African) may have had an eye 
" to those great and most interesting branches 
" of internal legislation by the Assemblies, over 
" which it is I doubt not as much his desire, as 
"duty, to watch with peculiar vigilance the 
" government and protection of slaves."f If 
this surmise be correct, the internal legislation. 

* Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. 36. f Ibid. p. 37, 
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of the British West India Colonies, was in- 
tended to be placed under the observation and 
guidance of Mr. Stephen, and his Brother 
Directors of the African Institution, by means 
of this very appointment. 

Mr. Stephen affirms that the case of his son 
was not within the meaning of the order of the 
House of Commons, directing the salaries, 
allowances, new year's gifts, and perquisites, 
which were received in the offices of Secretaries 
of State for the home, foreign, and war depart- 
ments, to be laid before the House; and con- 
tends that his situation was the same as that 
of Counsel to other Government Boards, which 
have never been considered as offices, for this 
or any other Parliamentary purpose.* This 
assertion is at variance with the following 
statement. In the year 1779, a motion was 
made in the House of Commons by Sir Joseph 
Mawbey, for an account of all places which 
existed in the year 1705, and in that year. 
The motion was carried, and in the return 
to the order made in 1780, will: be found 
the following item. " The office of the Law 
"Clerk to the Southern and Northern depart- 
" ments of the Secretary of State's office, was 
" granted to Thomas Waite, Esq. on the 17th 



* Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. 43. 
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" of January 1742, and on the 22d of July 1747, 
" to Lovel Stanhope, Esq. ; has remained vacant 
" since Mr. Stanhope's resignation in the year 
" 1771. The warrants arising in the Secretary 
" of State's offices for these appointments do not 
" affix any salary to this office."* This reference 
completely proves that the situation of Law- 
Clerk to a Secretary of State, although without 
a salary, has not only been considered as an 
office, but so considered for Parliamentary pur- 
poses ; and, if there is any weight in precedent, 
that the appointment of Mr. Stephen, jun. ought 
to have been included in the late return made 
to the order of the House of Commons. 

Notwithstanding the high tone Mr. Stephen 
assumes, in repelling what he is pleased to term 
Mr. Marryat's " licentiousness of assertion," 
there is no difficulty in shewing, that he and 
his party have used the opportunities afforded 
them, of access to the papers " in the Colonial 
" Department, for the purpose of exposing and 
" aggravating every occurrence, that can tend to 
" disparage the Legislatures and inhabitants of 
" the- West India Colonies, in the public estima- 
" tion." That they have so done, will be fully 
established by the following narrative. 

In the year 1811, Mr. Stephen, or Mr. Wil- 

* Almon's Parliamentary Register, vol. xvi. p. 327. 
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berforce at his suggestion, moved in the House 
of Commons for various papers respecting the 
West Indies. Among these papers was a letter 
from Governor Elliot to Lord Liverpool, then 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart- 
ment, dated Antigua, 21st November 1810, of 
which the following is an extract. 

" The fact is, the Governments of the smaller islands 
were formed in times, when many of the proprietors lived 
upon their estates, and the white population was in some 
instances, perhaps, ten times as numerous as it now is. 
Of the few white inhabitants who remain, managers, 
overseers, self-created lawyers, self-educated physicians, 
and adventurous merchants, with little real capital and 
scanty credit, compose the greatest part. The acquire- 
ments of education among many of this description of 
persons, are very unequal to the task of taking a share 
in the Governments. The prevalence of principle, either 
moral or religious, is also, I fear, not to be fairly calcu- 
lated, from the repetition of the'hackneyed expressions, 
of which an ostentatious use is frequently made in ad- 
dresses, and on all occasions meant to meet the public 
eye at home. To collect, from such a state of society, 
men fit to be Legislators, Judges, or Jurymen, is per- 
fectly impracticable. Individual interest, — personal in- 
fluence, — animosity of party feuds, weigh down the scale 
of justice, and divert the course of legislative authority, 
into acts of arbitrary and unjuslifiable power, cloked 
under the semblance, and dignified with the name of 
constitutional acts."* 

* Papers relating to the West Indies, ordered by the House 
of Commons to be printed, May 31st, 1811, p. 13. 
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At the time when this letter was written, 
Governor Elliot, who had never before been 
in the West Indies, was only on his way out to 
take possession of the Government of the 
Leeward Islands ; and had proceeded no far- 
ther than Antigua, when he was attacked with 
so severe an illness, that he addressed Lord 
Liverpool, thus : " I have been deemed by ray 
" physicians, in imminent danger of paying the 
" tribute of my existence, to a climate which 
" proves so frequently fatal to Europeans, at 
" this season of the year. It is only within 
" these last four days, that I have been able to 
" quit my bed-chamber ; and I am still so much 
" debilitated, that I feel great difficulty in 
" directing my attention to any business."* 
Such was his situation, (as described by him- 
self,) and such his opportunity of acquiring 
information, respecting the talents, disposition, 
manners, morals, and sentiments religious and 
political, of the communities whom he thus 
indiscriminately stigmatized. . 

Soon after writing this letter, Governor Elliot 
recovered his health, and proceeded to St. Chris- 
topher's; where, on convening the Legislature, 
he addressed the Council and Assembly in the 
following terms. 

* Papers relating to the West Indies, ordered by the House 
of Commons to be printed, May 31st, 1811, p. 3. 



ed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



56 

<( A stranger among you, soliciting your enlightened 
advice and cordial support, I shall not presume, upon 
my own authority, to call your attention to subjects 
appertaining to the interior policy of this Island, either 
civil, military, or ecclesiastical. Fully persuaded that 
no less anxiety exists at St. Christopher, for the propaga- 
tion of the Christian Faith, than in the other regions of 
His Majesty's dominions, I must not omit to observe, 
that this important object cannot be better prosecuted, 
than by giving encouragement to the holy labours of the 
parochial clergy, as being the surest means of furthering 
so pious a view, and maintaining the harmony of civil 
society. Had I, ignorantly, thought it incumbent upon 
me to have offered any new incentive to your zeal, 
I must have been checked by the first object that 
presented itself to my sight, from the hospitable man- 
sion where I now reside. I allude to the humane institu- 
tion for the support and education of destitute children, 
of both sexes. With pride, I observe my name enrolled 
upon the honourable list of its Governors; and no exer- 
tion shall be wanting, on my part, to cherish and 
foster an establishment, consonant to the dictates of 
christian charity, and to those of enlightened colonial 
policy. Having the honour to address subjects of the 
British empire, glowing with the ardent love of their 
country, heirs of the courage and independent spirit of 
their ancestors, living witnesses of the heroic achieve- 
ments of our triumphant army and navy, I fulfil with 
confidence the commands of our common parent and 
sovereign, in calling upon you for the establishment of a 
constitutional and effective militia. I cannot close this 
address, without entreating the assistance of your ad- 
vice and co-operation in every measure which may be 
devised, either for the political advantage of this colony, 
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or for the general interest of the British empire. My 
utmost ambition is, to he honoured with your approba- 
tion, in the performance of my laborious public duties ; 
and to enjoy a share in the friendship of the respectable 
inhabitants of St. Christopher, in the social intercourse 
of private life." 

When the copy of Governor Elliot's letter 
to Lord Liverpool, pi-inted for the use of the 
House of Commons, and published in the daily 
papers, found its way to St. Christopher's, the 
House of Assembly came to some very strong 
and spirited resolutions; and transmitted an 
address to Lord Liverpool, confronting and 
contrasting the Governor's letter to him, with his 
address to -them. In the conclusion of their 
address they ask, " could any honest man 
" suppose that it were possible, for sentiments so 
" contradictory, inconsistent and irreconcilable,- 
" to have flowed from the same breast, or 
" been written by the same hand ?" They 
also directed their agent, to publish their pro- 
ceedings and address, in the London news- 
papers. 



The Council of the Island, in their address 
to Governor Elliot, after observing that his 
letter to Lord Liverpool had been written prior 
to his coming to St. Christopher's, add, " If by 
" misrepresentation, or by misapprehension, such 
" impressions were made upon your Excel- 
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" Iency's mind, while a stranger to this Island, 
" we are induced, by the satisfaction your 
" Excellency has expressed during your resi- 
" dence here, to think, that upon a nearer view, 
" and more perfect acquaintance with the Co- 
" lony, you have had reason to alter your sen- 
"timents; and we doubt not, that you have 
" adopted measures to counteract the ill con- 
" sequences of the communication of them to 
" His Majesty's Ministers." They then con- 
clude, by expressing their hope, that " he 
" would afford them such communications 
" upon the subject, as would tend to compose 
" the wounded feelings of the inhabitants of 
" the Island." 

Governor Elliot's answer to this address, 
was printed in the St. Christopher's Gazette of 
the 18th of October 1811, and commences 
thus, — 

" Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council ! 

" I learn, with deep regret, that considerable dissatis- 
faction has been excited in the minds of the inhabitants 
of St. Christopher, by the circulation of a paper, alleged 
to be a copy of an official dispatch from me to the Earl 
of Liverpool, in which the character, conduct, and 
general institutions of the Colony, are represented as 
being involved in unqualified and severe censure. Having 
to this hour, no information from the Earl of Liverpool, 
of the communication he may have thought proper to 
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make of any of my letters,, I feel difficulty in offering a 
justification of certain expressions attributed to me, 
(quoted from papers said to have been laid before the 
House oi Commons,) and which are considered injurious 
to the Colony. Confident, indeed, I am, that no part of 
my official correspondence was ever intended by me to 
imply disrespect, or reproach towards any class of the in- 
habitants of St. Christopher; and I harbour no suspicion 
of its having been viewed in so invidious a light, either 
by His Majesty's Government, or by Parliament." 

Embarrassed between the impossibility of 
denying, and the awkwardness of acknow- 
ledging his letter to Lord Liverpool, which 
calumniated the men behind their backs 
whom he afterwards flattered to their faces, 
Governor Elliot attempted to shelter him- 
self under the improbability of Lord Liver- 
pool's making such a letter public. Well 
indeed might he suppose Lord Liverpool 
incapable of such conduct! But either Mr. 
Stephen or Mr. Wilberforce made it pub- 
lic without any scruple, notwithstanding 
the delicate situation in which they must be 
aware, that by so doing, they should place Go- 
vernor Elliot, who in consequence found him- 
self most unpleasantly circumstanced, and soon 
afterwards quitted the Government of the 
Leeward Islands. 

These facts fully prove the assertion, that the 
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party have used the opportunities afforded 
them, of access to the papers of the Colonial 
Department, for the purpose of exposing and 
aggravating any occurrence, that can tend to 
disparage the Legislatures and inhabitants of 
the West India Colonies, in the public estima- 
tion. They prove too, that they have not been 
deterred from gratifying this darling passion, 
by any regard to the peace, happiness, or repu- 
tation of individuals. 

In the same spirit of hostility to the West 
India character, and, as he states, " in order to 
" give a specimen of the manner in which 
" evidence is taken by the Assemblies, for the 
" information of the British Parliament and 
" people,'"* Mr. Stephen lately published ex- 
tracts from a correspondence between Mr. 
Wylly, Attorney-General of the Bahamas, 
and some person or persons here, whom he 
has not thought proper to name. The Com- 
mittee of the House of Assembly of the Baha- 
mas wished, it seems, to examine Mr. Wylly 
on the subject of a general Registry of Slaves 
in that colony. Mr. Wylly prepared a draft of 
the answers which he purposed giving, to the 
questions generally put to persons examined by 
that Committee. The Committee, as they 

* Second Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, p. 208. 
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allege, declined receiving those answers : in the 
first place, because they conceived many of 
them to be imperfect; and secondly, because 
Mr. Wylly had introduced into them a va- 
riety of irrelevant matter, which they could 
not admit into their Report, without leading 
into new subjects and discussions, for which 
they had neither time nor authority ; and there- 
fore requested a meeting with Mr. Wylly, 
that he might reconsider and remodel his an- 
swers. Mr. Wylly rejoined, that witnesses 
were bound, not only to speak the truth, but 
the whole truth; and declined making any 
farther alteration in his evidence. The Com- 
mittee then summoned him to attend, examined 
him viva voce, and took down his answers, 
which were incorporated into the evidence at- 
tached to their Report. Mr. Wylly transmitted 
copies of his original answers to some of his 
friends here ; extracts from which, with com- 
ments upon them, were printed by Mr. Stephen, 
in the appendix of his second letter to Mr. Wil- 
berforce. 

On reading this publication, the House of 
Assembly of the Bahamas, having previously 
ascertained, by the oaths of their Chairman and 
Clerk, that Mr. Wylly's answers had been read 
over to him as they were taken down, and that 
when a fair copy of them had been prepared, 
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the clerk went to him at his own house, 
where he again revised, and signed and swore 
to them as his true answers, charged Mr. 
Wylly with a breach of privilege in misrepre- 
senting their proceedings. Mr. Wylly refusing 
to attend the Committee, or to give any exr 
planation of his conduct, the Speaker issued his 
warrant against him, for contempt. Mr. Wylly 
armed his negroes, and resisted the execution 
of the warrant. The Assembly then addressed 
the Governor, praying him to suspend Mr. 
Wylly from his office of Attorney-General, till 
the pleasure of the Prince Regent respecting 
his conduct should be known. The Marshal, 
seeing Mr. Wylly go into the Government 
House, arrested him there. The Chief Justice 
immediately issued a writ of Habeas Corpus, 
under which Mr. Wylly was brought before 
the Court, and admitted to bail. The House 
of Assembly resolved, that the conduct of the 
Chief Justice, in discharging Mr. Wylly upon 
bail, was highly illegal, unconstitutional, and 
unprecedented ; and issued a new warrant for 
his apprehension. The Governor then dissolved 
the Assembly by proclamation, and suspended 
the Provost-Marshal from the execution of his 
office, for having obeyed the Speaker's war- 
rant. 



A 



Here then is another instance, which proves 
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how little weight any considerations, either 
public or private, have upon the mind of Mr. 
Stephen, when they come into competition 
with his favourite propensity; and which shows 
that he will run the risk of throwing the affairs 
of a whole colony into confusion, and sacrifice 
both the interests and feelings of his friend, 
rather than forego an opportunity, " of publish- 
" ing any occurrence, that can tend to dis- 
" parage the Legislatures and inhabitants of 
" the West India Colonies, in the public 
" estimation." 

This case also proves, how much his 
professions and practice are at variance. 
In the " Reasons for Registry," he states 
it to be " a necessary precaution with that 
" body, (the African Institution,) to conceal 
" the names of individuals resident in or 
" connected with the West Indies, who send 
u them, from humane motives, useful iuforma- 
" tion; the transmission of it might otherwise 
" dangerously expose the authors, to popular 
" odium or private resentment in that country;" 
and yet, in defiance of this caution, the moment 
he obtains a communication, from a man 
whose name is likely to give it weight, he pub- 
lishes it at all hazards, regardless of the con- 
sequences in which the party may thereby be 
involved. 
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He assumes credit to himself, for an exces- 
sive anxiety to maintain an 'independent line 
of conduct in respect of colonial patronage, and 
states, that " when the Registry of Trinidad 
" was about to be established, he forbore to re- 
" commend the officer, though at no loss for a 
" proper nomination, and although invited to 
" do so ; unless Lord Liverpool should be finally 
" at a loss." ? The consequence, he says, was, 
" that the Governor, ad interim, was directed 
" to find a person on the spot, to fill the office 
" of Registrar; and that he has the strongest 
" reasons for believing, that all this at the time 
" was as well known to Mr. Marryat as to him- 
" self."* Mr. Marryat did not exactly know all 
that Mr. Stephen has stated respecting this ap- 
pointment, but he had certainly heard some 
other circumstances respecting it, which seem 
necessary to complete the history. He heard 
that as soon as Mr. Stephen found he had 
coquetted with this nomination until it had 
slipped through his fingers, (as a cat sometimes 
plays with a mouse's tail till she loses it,) he 
discovered such cogent objections to authorizing 
the Governor to fill up the appointment, that 
His Majesty's schooner Arrow was dispatched 
to Trinidad, for the express purpose of counter- 
manding the former orders. Before this ship 



* Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. 47. 
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arrived, the Governor, however, had made the 
nomination; and the Gentleman so appointed, 
having sold his estate in Trinidad to qualify 
himself for the office, came home in her, in 
order to obtain either the confirmation of his 
appointment; or an indemnity for the loss of 
it, if superseded; and brought in such a long 
bill of costs, for the sacrifice he had made 
in the sale of his property, the expense he 
had been at in hiring a house and clerks, 
and other et cseteras, that it was not thought 
advisable to substitute Mr. Stephen's friend in 
his room. 

Another topic which has called forth all the 
sophistry and casuistry of Mr. Stephen, is the 
statement, that the Berbice Commissioners 
abandoned the estate of St. Jan, and removed 
the negroes to Dankbarheid. He now asserts, 
" that before the arrival of an agent from the 
" Commissioners to take possession, the slaves 
" had been removed by the Governor's order." 
Admitting for a moment this to be the case, 
the Commissioners would have themselves to 
thank for the statement, which is made, (as 
indeed Mr. Stephen admits,) from the authority 
of their own Report. Mr. Stephen, in a most 
extraordinary manner, calls Mr. Macaulay's 
return the official document. The Report of 
the Commissioners has certainly the best claim 

F 
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to that title; the authority of the master being 
greater than that of the servant, and that of five 
Gentle\nen greater than that of one. Indepen- 
dently of these considerations, the Report of the 
Commissioners was of much later date than the 
return of Mr. Macaulay, and therefore might b» 
expected to be more correct in point of in- 
formation ; particularly, as before it was made, 
Mr. Walker, one of their agents from Berbice, 
had arrived in England, and could elucidate 
any doubtful point as to the transactions in 
that colony. The Report of the Commissioners, 
too, was intended as a justification of their 
conduct, or, to use their own words, " to shew 
" in what manner the trust reposed in them had 
* been discharged." Of course the greatest 
possible pains would be taken to make it cor- 
rect and perfect; and this Report distinctly 
states, that there were four different estates, 
which must each have their respective mana- 
gers. '* Now, (says Mr. Stephen,) to make up 
" the four estates, St. Jan must be reckoned as 
si one; and Mr. Marryat ingeniously observes, 
" that an abandoned estate can require no 
" manager. He therefore infers that St. Jan 
** was not abandoned at that time; and this is 
" absolutely the whole foundation of the hein- 
'-* ous accusations that follow."* What better 
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foundation is necessary, or can possibly be 
Obtained, than the plain direct acknowledgment 
of the fact by the parties themselves? 

Mr. Stephen has no local or personal know- 
ledge respecting this circumstance; he writes 
merely what he has been told by others, and 
therefore cannot expect that implicit credence 
should be given to his statements. Besides, he 
may be quoted against himself; for his name is 
affixed to the Report, stating that there were 
four estates requiring managers ; and he would 
now set up his single authority, not only against 
his own former authority, but also against that 
of all his brother Commissioners. Where are the 
proofs of what he calls the " notorious truth of 
" the case?" Where are the public records of the 
colony which he mentions ? Or where is the 
letter of Governor Gordon, stating that he had 
ordered St. Jan to be abandoned? Any of 
these documents would have cleared up the 
point, but none of them are produced ; and the 
fair inference is, that they are not produced, 
because they do not exist. 

Mr. Stephen says, Mr. Marryat is careful not 
to enable his readers to judge for themselves of 
the force of this consistent inference, by citing 
the passage at large; and afterwards charges 

s 2 
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bim Avith blending unfair statements of the 
Report, with partial quotations of its terms.* 
The whole passage runs thus : " As there are 
" four different estates which must each have 
" their respective managers, conversant with 
" the planting business, it seemed to us the 
"most eligible plan, either to retain those 
,'« who were always employed, or, if not found 
" worthy of confidence, to replace them by 
" other persons of experience in the colony ; 
« but to send out from Europe, a person upon 
" whose principles and prudence we could 
" depend, who should be the delegate of our 
" authority on the spot, like the attorney of 
" private proprietors resident in Europe; and 
f f . who should direct and superintend the exe- 
" cution of all our plans of reformation and ini- 
" provement, and to that end have full power to 
" appoint, suspend, or dismiss the managers, 
" at his discretion."t The passage at large 
adds strength to the inference, that St. Jan was 
not abandoned when it came into the hands 
of the Commissioners; for it not only states 
as a fact, that there were four estates which 
must each have their respective managers, but 
also that these managers must be conversant 
with the planting business ; a requisite, which 

* Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. '41. 
if Report of Berbiee Commissioners, p. 9. 
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though necessaiy for an estate in cultivation, 
could not be so for one that was abandoned. 

Mr. Stephen is indignant at Gentlemen of 
high rank and character being supposed capa- 
ble of such conduct as Mr. Marryat has im- 
puted to them; he should rather have said, 
as they have imputed to themselves, for the 
whole is founded upon their own Report. The 
plain answer to this appeal to character 
is, that character ought to have due weight 
where evidence is doubtful, but can never 
be set up in opposition to positive facts. 
Some .of the Members of the Berbice Com- 
mission probably never interfered with the 
internal management of the estates ; but those 
who commit their good name to the keeping of 
others, must take the consequences of the 
manner in which the trust is executed. On 
this subject it may be observed, that the 
men who could tear women away from their 
husbands, and send the wives of the artificers 
at Stabrook, to do field labour on the planta- 
tion Sandvoort, " and that too with some vio- 
" lence to their feelings," as is admitted in their 
own Report,* could not be expected to feel 
any great scruples about removing the negroes 
of St. Jan to Dankbarheid ; and this fact, proved 

* Beport of Berbice Commissioners, page 33. 



ed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



70 

by Mr. Macaulay's letter, Mr. Stephen has not 
attempted to deny or palliate. 

A publication has lately appeared, entitled, 
" Letters on the West Indies, by James Walker, 
late principal Agent of the Berbice Commis- 
sioners." In this pamphlet, Mr. Walker vindi- 
cates the abandonment of St. Jan, the subse- 
quent abandonment of Dageraad, and the 
employment of the Winkel negroes on Sand- 
voort, on the ground that, under his manage- 
ment, " a system of interchange of labour, not 
" indeed compulsory, but voluntary, was estab- 
" lished amongst them all."* This vindication 
is certainly not applicable to the violence done 
to the feelings of the wives of the artificers at 
Stabrook, by his predecessor, for whose con- 
duct he offers no defence. On the contrary, 
after adverting to " all the evils that happened, 
" and notwithstanding its unfavourable pecu- 
" niary results," he gives it as his opinion, 
" that if the undertaking had been continued, 
" and if its management had gone on in the 
'-: real spirit of the instructions of the Com- 
" missioners, as it was at last doing, it would 
"■ not only have redeemed its debt, but have 
" proved a source of revenue, and of increasing 
" revenue: this indeed not suddenly, but after 

■ : ■■ ' v / 

* Walker's Letters on the West Indies, page 259, 
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■" a reasonable term of years." " It is easy 
" to say," (he adds,) " as is done in the Ex- 
" amination of the Report, that all ideas of 
" this kind are speculative. No less easily, 
"'though not quite so concisely, could nume- 
" rous facts be placed in a light exceedingly 
" different from that in which they appear in 
" that pamphlet. Some of these facts shall be 
" thrown into a note, namely, such of them as 
" more or less concei-n the writer's own ad- 
" ministration ; the circumstances of the pre- 
" sent publication seem now to require this in 
* justice to himself. Further, however, he shall 
" not, and indeed cannot go ; he has neither ma- 
" terials, authority, nor inclination, ,"* 

Mr. Walker, alluding to the Examination of 
the Report of the Berbice Commissioners, 
remarks, " That a work on West Indian 
" subjects should straightway be printed, and 
" avowed by the man who had lately come 
" home from the direction of their proper- 
" ties, and yet should not be made the in- 
',' strument of repelling that attack, must 
" appear to amount to an admission, as far as 
" his authority might be taken, that the com- 
" mission was indefensible."-]' This paragraph 



* Walker's Letters on the West Indies, Introduction, p. 1£. 
t Ibid, page 8. 
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is somewhat inconsistent with the declaration 
already quoted, that to go further than his own 
justification he had neither materials, authority, 
nor inclination ; and shews that though he 
might be deficient in the former, at least he 
was not so in the latter. The defence he 
makes for his employers, as to the abandonment 
of St. Jan, is as follows : " It may be observed, 
" too, by the way, that the abandonment of 
" St. Jan was not a measure of the Commis- 

l 

" sioners ; it was among the last acts of their 
" predecessor, Governor Gordon. This is 
" merely mentioned, because Mr. Marryat does 
" not believe the Commissioners on the sub- 
ject; which, after rather more opportunity of 
"judging, the writer most certainly does."* 
Mr. Walker can have no personal knowledge 
of the acts of Governor Gordon, not having 
arrived at Berbice till after his death, and pro- 
duces no proof that this was one of them ; but he 
believes the Commissioners. So did Mr. Mar- 
ryat, and cited their Report as his authority, 
in aid of which he must now cite Mr. Walker 
also. Among the particulars of the buildings 
erected or repaired by the Commissioners on 
Dankbarheid, he enumerates, " a row of new 
" houses erected near the St. Jan line, for the 
" negroes formerly belonging to St. Jan."-j~ 

* Walker's Letters on the West Indies, page 259. 
•f Ibid, page 255. 
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Now it cannot very reasonably be supposed, 
that the negroes were removed to Dankbarheid 


1 




before houses were provided for their recep- 
tion ; and, as it is admitted that the houses 
were built after the Commissioners had taken 
possession of the estates, it would seem to 




\ 


follow as a necessary consequence, that the 




removal of the negroes to occupy them, must 






have taken place after that period also. 


i 
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Mr. Marryat did not form his opinions so 
lightly as Mr. Stephen presumes ; nor venture 
to arraign the conduct of the Berbice Com- 






missioners, without due previous investigation. 






What Avill the public think, after the formal 
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denial of Mr. Stephen, that St. Jan was aban- 
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doned while under the management of the 




Berbice Commissioners, when they read the 






following letter, written by a Berbice Planter, 






who lived at the time of the transaction on his 






own plantation in the neighbourhood of the 






Crown Estates. 


V 
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Tavistock Hotel, 15th January, 1817. 
Dear Sin, 


i 


1 


I did not receive your- letter of yesterday, till 
a late hour last night, otherwise would have lost no time 
in replying to it. I zeas informed by Mr. Scott, the 
present agent, that St. Jan zcas abandoned by himself 
mid Mr. Walker; but I have since heard, that on learning 
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tliat the estates were to be restored to the Dutch pro- 
prietors, the negroes were put on the estate again. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Simon Phaser. 
Joseph Manynt, Esq. M. P. 

The peculiar manner in which Mr. Stephen 
attempts to justify the abandonment of St. Jan, 
would almost warrant the suspicion of a consci- 
ousness on his part, that the act would be brought 
home, (notwithstanding his stout denial of it,) 
to himself and his brother Commissioners. ' It 
was not, he says, " the transportation for life, of 
" innocent men and women, to a distant island 
" or place, and tearing them from wives, and 
" husbands, and parents, and children, and 
" friends, to be Avorked under new masters, 
" far from their native homes, for the rest of 
•" their miserable days. In other words, it was 
"' not that cruel kind of removal, by which 
*.' speculators in new lands at Trinidad have 
u stocked their estates with slaves from 
" our other islands ; and by which Mr. Mar- 
" ryat's own estate there, has no doubt been 
<s partly settled. Dankbarheid is situated 
*' within a mile of St. Jan."* The recital of 
what this removal was not, appears to have 

* Speech of Mr. Stephen, p, 39. 
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been introduced for the sake of the illustration 
respecting Mr. Marryat's estate in Trinidad* 
It must be taken for granted, that Mr. Stephen 
would not hazard any assertion without good 
authority, at the moment when he was ques- 
tioning the accuracy of the assertions of another 
person. The returns made to the office of the 
Registrar at Trinidad, which was established 
under his own auspices, (and, as he declares, for 
this purpose among others,) furnish infallible 
means of ascertaining the real proprietor of 
every slave in that colony,* and the resources 
from which every estate in it has been stocked. 
Armed with these authorities, he charges Mr. 
Marryat, among other speculators, with having 
stocked his estate there with slaves from 
other islands ; and gives a very pathetic detail 
of the miseries which these innocent men 
and women have suffered, by being thus trans- 
ported. On reading this publication, Mr. 
Marryat was much surprized to find himself 
master of an estate in Trinidad ; being uncon- 
scious that he was now, or ever had been 
possessed of any such property; and of 
course equally so that he had stocked it by 
that cruel kind of removal, by which Mr. Ste- 

* " Already the Registry in Trinidad has been found in this 
respect to produce a very salutary though unforeseen effect, by . 
bringing to light the true property in slaves."— Reasons for 
Reg-istnj, p. 84. 
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phen asserts it to have been partly settled. 
The fact, however, being stated by such high 
authority, and with so -much confidence, and 
being one respecting which no mistake, unless 
wilful, can possibly exist, he cannot but dis- 
trust the accuracy of his own recollection ;- 
and therefore calls upon Mr. Stephen to state 
in what quarter of the island this newly-dis- 
covered estate lies, and to furnish him with 
proper titles, that he may take possession of his 
property. If he does this, he will at once sub- 
stantiate the truth of his assertion.. If he does 
not, he cannot expect the public will pay 
much credit to what he writes about peopling 
and unpeopling estates : for the man who, (to 
use a phrase of his own,) " not being in search of 
truth but of detraction," can hazard an absolute 
fiction for the purpose of calumniating another, 
may fairly be presumed capable of- hazarding 
more fictions, in order to justify himself or his 
colleagues. 

In the new character Mr. Stephen has as- 
sumed, of advocate for the alienation of slaves 
from the soil, speaking of the abandonment of 
St. Jan, he proceeds thus. " It was, on the 
" contrary, one of those very cases for the 
" innocency and necessity of which, Mr. Mar- 
" ryat, and the partizans of the colonies, have 
" pleaded ; and by the adduction of which, 
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'*' they have craftily attempted to elude the 
" force of the very strictures he now refers 
" to. It Avas the necessary abandonment of an 
" unproductive estate, a measure which neither 
" Mr. Stephen nor his brother Commissioners 
" were ever absurd enough to wish to prevent. 
" Indeed they never proposed even to restrain 
" masters, having different estates in the same 
" colony, between which a community or inter- 
" change of slaves might be advantageous, from 
" using their convenience therein, under such 
" modifications as humanity would suggest." If 
Mr. Stephen refers to his own former arguments 
on this subject, he will find the rule he then con- 
tended for, was the attaching slaves to the soil, 
and making them, in the strict sense of the term, 
adscripti glebai.* The violation of this rule by 
himself and his colleagues, in the abandonment 
of St. Jan, the subsequent abandonment of 
Dageraad, and the removal of the wives of the 
artificers from New Amsterdam to Sandvoort, 
placed him in rather an awkward predicament, 

* " It was expected that the Colonial Legislatures, following up 
the same principle, would repeal their own acts, which made 
slaves liable to be severed by sale, from the plantations to .which 
they belonged."— -Reasons for Registry, p. 37. 

" They are still liable to be sold at the suit of the master's cre- 
ditors, as well as by the voluntary act of the master "himself ; to 
be stripped from the domain, and exiled for ever from their homes, 
their families, and their friends, without the imputation of : 
fault." — Reasons for Registry, p. 36. 
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and he now finds it convenient to shift his ground ; 
so he takes up the reasoning of the " partizans of 
the colonies," as he calls them, uses their argu- 
ments as if they were his own, snatches their 
weapons out of their hands, and endeavours to 
turn them against their owners. This and the 
following paragraph on the same subject, are the 
most rational parts of Mr. Stephen's pamphlet; 
and it is gratifying to find, from whatever cause, 
that he has now abandoned some of those intern-* 
perate propositions which he formerly main- 
tained. 

The only points in the Examination of the 
Report of the Berbice Commissioners, which 
Mr. Stephen has ventured to touch upon, are, 
the statements respecting the appointment of his 
son to the office of Law Clerk in the Colonial 
Department, and the abandonment of St. Jan's 
Estate. If he can make no better defence on 
these topics, which he has selected to try his 
strength upon, the public will judge of his 
inability to answer the other charges of mis- 
management, brought against him and his col- 
leagues ;* and Mr. Zachary Macaulay will have 

* Candourmakes it necessary to acknowledge, that Mr. Walker 
has relieved the Commissioners from one imputation contained 
in the Examination of their Report, and which was founded upon 
their return to the House of Commons ; that while the Crown 
Estates in Berbice Were under their management, for two whol« 
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little reason to regret that he has not under- 
taken the task of his vindication. 
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years not a single child was reared, among- a population of 
1131 negroes. The Commissioners were required to give " an 
" account of the number of slaves upon each estate, at the time 
" they were taken possession of by them ; specifying also the 
•' annual increase and decrease thereof." The usual mode of 
making such returns, is by giving the number of births, and of 
deaths. But Mr. Walker says, " the statement presented to 
" the House of Commons, exhibited the balance of births over 
" deaths, or of deaths over births, each year, on the respective 
" properties; it did not contain the details of the accounts, but 
" gave the results." If the Commissioners, instead of giving the 
increase and decrease, gave only the difference between the 
one and the other — if, when called upon for an account, they 
thought proper to furnish only the balance of that account — 
they misled those who read their returns, and must submit to 
the consequences of their own incorrectness. 

In commenting upon another of these returns, Mr. Walker 
observes, that " a statement of produce received from the West 
" Indies, in any particular year, does not give a correct idea of 
" the produce grown in that year; the voyage to Europe lies 
" between, and this is liable to the controul of many circum- 
■" stances." The inference naturally arising from this remark is, 
that more produce was raised upon the Crown Estates, than 
appears by the returns made by the Commissioners to the House 
of Commons. Their Report shews that they directed all the 
produce made to be shipped to their consignee in London ; and 
as it specifies the capture of some of the stores sent out, and the 
delay in the arrival home of part of the crop of the year 1813, it 
would hardly have concealed so important a circumstance as the 
loss or capture of any of the produce, had such an event taken 
place. Mr. Walker concludes with saying, " that he has only 
" to do with the year 1815, and so far from a diminution having 
« taken place that year, the crop of coffee raised on Sandvoort 
" was the largest that had been known for a long period, proving 
" finally lS0,000lbs weight." A much smaller quantity than this 
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In one passage of Mr. Stephen's Speech, he 
asserts, " that the planting machine can no 
" more go on without large supplies of British 
" money, than a steam engine without fresh 
" supplies of the water which it evaporates ; 
" and that the West India Islands sink every 
" century, more of our commercial capital than 
" they are worth."* This is one of those flights 
of imagination in which he perpetually indulges, 
without being restrained by any regard to sober 
truth, or the plain facts of the case. Did he sink 
or raise capital in the West Indies ? and does he 
not know many men, who like himself, not 
finding adequate encouragement for their talents 
at home in early life, have successfully sought 
it in those settlements abroad? The most opu- 
lent West India Planters, reside in Great 
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, is stated in the returns of the Commissioners, as having been 
received from Sandvoort in that' year; but to what cause this 
was owing, or why a general application is endeavoured to be 
given to this particular circumstance, Mr. Walker, instead of 
explaining, leaves his readers to conjecture. 

None of this Gentleman's remarks, impeach the correctness 
of the deductions made in the Examination of the Report of the 
Berbice Commissioners, from the documents laid before the 
House of Commons; nor do any of his explanations alter the 
plain facts, that while the Crown Estates were under their 
management, the mortality of the negroes was more than doubled, 
and (although they held them during the most flourishing years 
for West India property that have long been known) the revenue 
was NIL. 

* Mr. Stephen's Speech, p. 30. 
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not yet found out the art of making them 
do, what they always did before they came into 
their hands, maintain themselves; but on the 
contrary, heavy bills are constantly drawn upon 
Government, for their maintenance and support 
in that Colony. 

Another lamentable consequence of this state 
of things was, that the Spaniards and Portuguese 
carried on this trade, with the certainty of 
making an enormous profit. Sir James Lucas 
Yeo, in his letter, to the Lords of the Admiralty 
before referred to, writes, that they purchased 
slaves on the coast, at the rate of £5. 10*. each.* 
The various decisions in the High Court of 
Admiralty had taught them where to trade, so 
as to secure a sentence of restitution, if captured 
and condemned, at the rate of £70 per head, to 
be paid by the British Government. If they 
arrived safe, they sold their slaves for about £90 
per head ; their value in the Spanish and Portu- 
guese Colonies being kept up, by the great 
number that are constantly intercepted on their 

* The profit they make is enormous. One of the schooners 
captured by the Inconstant off the River Togos, having arrived 
but a few days on the coast, had only purchased 10 slaves, for 
which the Master gave 92 rolls of tobacco, each roll worth in the 
Brazils 2,000 milreas, about 12 shillings sterling, making the 
cost of each slave to the Portuguese Merchant 51. 10s.; for which 
he would receive 400 dollars.— Papers relating- to the Slave Trade, 
ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 7th Jidy, 1817. 
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passage by our cruizers, as well as by the 
expectation that the Trade would shortly be 
terminated. So that the measures Govern- 
ment have been persuaded to adopt, by the 
Members of the African Institution, for the 
more speedy and effectual abolition of this traffic, 
gave it an increased stimulus and encourage- 
ment ; and occasioned its being carried on to an 
unprecedented extent, as well as under circum- 
stances of aggravated cruelty and horror. 

The large bounties voted by Parliament, made 
it the interest of the captors, not to take vessels 
engaged in the Slave Trade, till they had their 
slaves on board; because the amount of the 
bounties on the condemnation of the slaves, far 
exceeds the value of the goods with which they 
are purchased. The slaves, as Sir James Lucas 
Yeo tells us, cost only £5. 10*. each in goods; 
and the bounties paid by Government are £40 
for every man, and £30 for every woman. If 
the bounties had been less than the value of the 
goods, or if given only in cases where the 
act of slave trading had been prevented by 
the captors, then it would have been their in- 
terest to take vessels with their outward-bound 
cargoes of goods on board, rather than with their 
return cargoes of slaves. But the Directors of 
the African Institution, who claim the merit of 
this Bill, showed their knowledge of human na- 
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ture, by legislating as if the thirst of gain could 
have no possible influence upon mankind; and, 
on that presumption, in order to suppress the 
Slave Trade, established large Parliamentary 
bounties, which the captors would lose by 
preventing it, but might gain by suffering it to 
be carried oil. 

A melancholy act of outrage and injustice, 
which throws some light on the effect of these 
bounties, lately occurred in the Rio Nunez ; 
and was thus stated in the public papers of 
the day : — 

" Sierra Leone, May 12th. — Accounts of rather an 
unpleasant nature, have just reached us from Captain 
Campbell, commanding the expedition in the interior. — ■ 
He had been stopped some time past, about 200 miles 
up the River (Rio Nunez) by the natives, in consequence 
of the country he wished to pass through, being at war 
with those he is now with. He has lost nearly all his 
cattle, and a great number of men ; and is afraid they 
will be obliged to return, as it is now almost impossible 
they will be able to reach any place of shelter before the 
rainy season sets in. I am afraid, also, that all com- 
munication between Captain C. and Sierra Leone, is cut 
off by the following circumstance : Colonel McCarthy, 
Governor of Sierra Leone, having received intelligence 
of two vessels (supposed Americans,) under Spanish 
colours, taking in slaves up the River (Rio Nunez), at 
the town whose chief has always been considered as a 
staunch friend of the English and the abolition, and the 
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very man by whose means all correspondence between us 
and the expedition has hitherto been kept up ; he is a 
powerful Chief, and a well-informed man, having been 
educated in England, and I may say always been in the 
English pay ; that is, receiving valuable presents from 
time to time from the Governor. The Colonial Brig was 
sent to ascertain if it was so. On her arrival, finding it 
was the case, a message was sent to this Chief, requesting 
his assistance, if necessary, in capturing these vessels (a 
brig and schooner well manned and armed ;) who ap- 
parently seemed determined to make a desperate resist- 
ance ; he not only refused, but sent word to say, that if 
we attacked, he would protect them to the utmost of his 
power. Notwithstanding they were attacked the same 
evening, and carried in the most gallant manner. On 
gaining possession, the vessels lying nearly alongside the 
bank of the River, the Commander of the Colonial Brig, 
finding himself completely exposed to the natives, who 
assailed him on all sides, with musketry, arrows, &c. 
was obliged in his own defence to turn the guns of the 
vessels upon them. The consequence was, that in the 
morning the banks of the river were covered with dead. 
The vessels have since arrived at Sierra Leone. This 
unfortunate occurrence taking place before the Expedi- 
tion are out of his territories, he no doubt will avenge 
himself, by annoying them, — we are all afraid so.* 
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This attack upon Spanish vessels, trading in 
conformity to the laws of their own Government 
and the Law of Nations, and in a river not 
within our jurisdiction, appears not only inde- 

* Public Ledger, 1st July, 1S17. 
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fensible in itself, but cruelly inconsiderate with 
regard to the safety of the parties engaged 
in exploring the course of the river Niger. 

During the discussion on the motion made 
by Mr. Wilberforce, notice was taken of 
a verdict recently given in the Court of 
King's Bench, against Governor Maxwell, in . 
favour of Mr. Cook, whose settlement on 
the Rio Pongus had been destroyed and 
his property captured, by an expedition from 
Sierra Leone ; and who was sent home by order 
of Governor Maxwell, to be transported for an 
alleged violation of the Slave Trade Felony Act. 
It was then officially stated to the House, that 
Government had taken upon themselves the 
defence of Governor Maxwell, and had deter- 
mined to indemnify him for the consequences 
of this verdict. This decision appeared highly 
gratifying to some Directors of the African In- 
stitution, but perhaps may not appear equally so 
to the public, when considered in connection 
with the preceding anecdote, and the following 
particulars, extracted from a Memorial presented 
to the Prince Regent in Council, by the Agent 
for the Planters, Merchants, and Ship-Owners 
of the Havannah, dated the 24th of June, 
1815. 

The Memorial referred to, after stating that 
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upwards of 200 sail of vessels belonging to 
Spanish subjects, had been condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, and ex- 
plaining the various obstacles which had pre- 
vented the parties interested from bringing 
forward their Appeals within the time pre- 
scribed by the laws of this country, gives the 
following details : 

" That besides the capture and condemnation of 
vessels and their cargoes as herein set forth, the late 
Governor, William Maxwell, Esq. thought fit to dis- 
patch an armed Expedition against the settlement of 
Cape Mesurado, (distant upwards of 200 miles from 
Sierra Leone,) which seized at that place, property to 
a large amount, in ships, merchandize, and slaves : this 
being taken to Sierra Leone was there condemned, as 
matter of course ; and before the intelligence of the loss 
could get to the knowledge of the owners, residing at 
Cuba, the proceeds of the property had been distributed 
under the provisions of the Prize Act, and the owners of 
the factories sent to Sierra Leoue, imprisoned, and sen- 
tenced by this all-condemning Tribunal, to 14 years' 
transportation. When, therefore, your Memorialist 
received the requisite powers from the owners at Ha- 
vannah, to enter a claim for their property, he could 
only identify the vessels, (which their names enabled him 
to do;) the Factors who alone could give him the re- 
quisite information, being then on their passage to New 
South Wales as convicted felons. 

« That the Court, however, admitted your Memo- 
rialist to appeal for the vessels, as the proceeds thereof 
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remained in the hands of the Prize Agents; but upoa 
Mr. Zachary Macaulay, Agent for Captors of the Slaves, 
representing that the head or bounty-money for them, 
had been paid by the Lords of the Treasury, your 
Memorialist was advised, that any attempt to recover 
this part of the property, by legal process, must neces- 
sarily be unavailing. 

" That a subsequent expedition, fitted out by Ge- 
vernor Maxwell, against the white residents at the more 
distant settlements in Rio Nunez, and Rio Pongus, wai 
attended with results still more ruinous to the Spanish 
Colonists. Upon this latter occasion, the Spanish vessels 
Isabel, Marquis de Someroclos, and Teresa, with their 
cargoes, part in merchandize, and part in slaves, were 
taken and sent to Sierra Leone, and as usual condemned. 
Three white men were also seized, conveyed to Sierra- 
Leone in irons, tried and sentenced by the Court to 14 
years' transportation. One of these persons was a 
Spaniard, the Pilot of the ship Marquis de Someroclos ; 
the other an American Factor, who had resided at the 
Rio Pongus 28 years, from whose factory alone, was 
taken in ivory, cottons, and other merchandize, a pro- 
perty amounting in value, according to the inventory 
subjoined, to upwards of *6 10,000, exclusive of the 
valuable buildings. 



" These unfortunate men were tried in the month of 
April, 1814 ; soon after which, Governor Maxwell 
quitted the Colony, leaving them in prison, where they 
remained for seven months, and were then embarked on 
board of his Majesty's ship Ariel, and arrived at Ports- 
month on the 23d November, the precise period of the 
departure of the convict ships for Botany-bay. Fortu- 
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nately, however, a representation having been hastily 
made by them to your Royal Highness, you were 
graciously pleased to direct that they should be liberated ; 
and thus have the means been afforded tliem, of seeking 
redress from the laws of this country, for the wrongs 
by which they have been made to suffer so much ; and 
of averting the still greater ills with which they were 
threatened. 

" That your memorialist, having called upon the 
said Mr. Macaulay, (the agent io the captors in this 
instance also,) to know what return had been made from 
Sierra Leone of the property in question, that Gentleman 
has informed your memorialist that no returns thereof 
have been received ; which information is confirmed by 
the deposition of two of the officers of the brig Princess 
Charlotte, and the schooner Princess Charlotte, which 
were engaged in the plunder and destruction of the said 
factories ; who deposed, that the slaves were sent to Sierra 
Leone on board the prize-ship Isabel; that the merchan- 
dize was put on board the Doris transport, and other 
vessels of the expedition; and that both the Isabel and 
the merchandize were sold at Sierra Leone, and the 
proceeds forthwith divided among the captors ; whence 
it would appear, that the parties concerned, calculating 
with confidence that the banishment to Botany-bay of the 
individuals through whose means an appeal could 
be lodged, would render a reversal of the sentence of 
condemnation impossible, determined to disregard alike 
every principle of justice, every enactment of the British 
legislature, every dictate of duty, and every appearance 
of common decency. That in proof of what your 
memorialist has alledged on this subject, he begs leave to 
annex the affidavits of the officers before mentioned." 
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Qne of the affidavits referred to, that of 
Peter Parry, first mate of the colonial schooner 
Princess Charlotte, and afterwards commander 
of that vessel, states as follows: 

« The colonial schooner Princess Charlotte was dis- 
patched to the Rio Nunez, for the purpose of seizing 
upon a number of slaves belonging, as it was said, to the 
cargo of the Spanish schooner Isabel ; and which had 
been sent from the factory of John Ormond on the 
Rio Pongus, to a factory on the Rio Nunez, owned by a 
native African of the name of John Pierce, for safe-keep- 
ing; the said John Ormond expecting that the Rio 
Pongus would be attacked. Deponent states, that said 
information, as above set forth, was given to Brigade- 
Major William Appleton by the above-named John 
Pierce, of the Rio Nunez, who was in the habit of 
receiving presents from the British Government at Sierra 
Leone." 

A subsequent part of the same affidavit states, 

" That whilst colonial schooner Princess Charlotte 
was lying in the Rio Pongus, her commander, Thomas 
Cooper, received information of a Spanish vessel called 
the Teresa, then lying in the Rio Nunez, trading for 
slaves, at the factory of John Pierce aforesaid ; when the 
Princess Charlotte took on board Brigade-Major William 
Appleton aforesaid, and a British armed force of white 
and black troops, and proceeded for the Rio Nunez ; 
and when at the mouth of the said river, the said Thomas 
Cooper received information of another Spanish vessel 
being on the Rio Nunez, called the Marquis Someroclos, 
also trading at the factory of John Pierce aforesaid. 
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This information was given about the latter end of 
March 1814, when schooner Princess Charlotte proceeded 
up the Rio Nunez, and took possession of both said 
vessels, then lying at the wharf of John Pierce afore- 
said." 

These colonial schooners, are Government 
Vessels placed under the direction of the. Go- 
vernors of Sierra Leone, for the purpose of pre- 
venting the Slave Trade from being carried on 
in the neighbourhood of that settlement. This 
would probably be best effected, by stationing 
them at the entrance of the Rio Pongus, and Rio 
Nunez, and preventing slave ships from going up 
those rivers. From some of these cases, however, 
a very different practice seems to have prevailed. 
The slave traders have not been prevented from 
entering the rivers, landing and selling their 
cargoes, and taking on board slaves in return ; 
but when all this had been done, then it was 
that an expedition was sent round to capture 
them. The letter from Sierra Leone confirms 
the affidavits in the Memorial ; for it states, that 
" the chief of the Rio Nunez," (a black man 
named John Pierce, who resides at Cacundy,) 
" has always been in the English pay, that is, 
" receiving valuable presents from time to" time 
" from the Governor." A good intelligence 
between the native chiefs and the Governors 
of Sierra Leone, seems to have been well calcu- 
lated .to. promote the interests of all parties. 



</ 



X 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



^ 



r 



107 

Of the chiefs, who, in addition to the presents 
from the Governor, had the profits upon the 
trade, and on the supply of the slaves in return. 
Of the Governors of Sierra Leone, who by 
sending troops on board these Government crui- 
zers, could make it a conjunct expedition, and 
entitle themselves to a large share of the prize- 
money. Of the other captors, who by capturing 
the vessels after the slaves were on board, could 
claim the bounty-money allowed by the British 
Government in case of their condemnation. 

For what reason this advantageous connection 
was broken off, whether presents from the Go- 
vernor Avere less numerous and valuable than 
formerly, or whether from some other cause, 
John Pierce found it more his interest to protect 
the slave traders than to betray them, the letter 
does not state ; but the failure of the expedition 
for exploring the course of the Niger, in conse- 
quence of the attack on the Spanish vessels trading 
under his jurisdiction,* may perhaps lead to some 

* " A letter from Sierra Leone mentions the return to that 
place of the British scientific expedition for exploring the interior 
of Africa. They were completely unsuccessful, having advanced 
only about 150 miles into the interior, from Rio Nunez. Their 
progress was there stopped by a chief of the country, and after 
unavailing endeavours, for the space of four months, to obtain 
liberty to proceed, they abandoned the enterprise, and returned. 
Nearly all the animals died. Several officers died, and, what is 
jemarkable, but one private, besides one drowned, of about 200- 
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enquiry into the nature of the political connection 
that once existed between him and the Governors 
at Sierra Leone. If, on investigation, it should 
come out, that Officers in his Majesty's service 
have connived at the progress of the slave traders, 
till they had the victims on hoard whose con- 
demnation entitled the captors to bounty-money, 
such a practice will not be considered as very 
meritorious, or as entitling those who have 
participated in it, to the protection and indem- 
nity of his Majesty's Government. 

Some years ago, at the instance of the Di- 
rectors of the African Institution, Government 
were prevailed upon to pay £600,000 to Por- 
tugal, for abolishing the Slave Trade north of 
the Line; and the same Gentlemen were ex- 
tremely urgent with Government to go to war 
with Spain for refusing to accede to a similar 
arrangement, which they contended would libe- 
rate a great proportion of Africa from the hor- 
rors of the Slave Trade. If any credit is due to 
the authority of Sir James Lucas Yeo, this money 
was completely thrown away; for he says in the 
letter before referred to, " neither mountains, 
" rivers, nor deserts, will prove barriers to the 



Captain Campbell died two days after their return to Rio 
Nunez, and was buried, with another officer, in the same spot 
where Major Peddie, and one of his officers, were buried on their 
advance." — Times, \Zth January, 1818. 
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" Slave Trade, as the black Chiefs will bring 
" slaves from every extremity of Africa, as long 
" as there is a nation that will afford them a slave 
" market."* This is another instance of the 
erroneous views entertained by those Gentlemen, 
who are so desirous of having the whole of 
Africa under their direction, 

This letter from Sir James Lucas Yeo, throws 
new light on some other very important points. 
He says, — 

" As Sierra Leone is under the immediate controul of 
the Colonial Department, I shall only remark, that after 
all the sums of money -which have been expended upon 
•its improvement, it is still in a most deplorable state. 
Great abuses and mismanagement are said to have existed ; 
and certainly to judge from its present wretched con- 
dition, the reports appear to have been too -well founded." 

These hints will no doubt have awakened 
the vigilance of the noble Lord at the head of 
the Colonial Department, and have led to a call 
upon the gallant Officer for that full eclaircisse 
ment, which delicacy, in speaking of a Colony 
under official superin tendance, prevented him 
from giving in his dispatches. Sir James Lucas 
Yeo points out two radical and irremediable 
defects in Sierra Leone, which ought to have 

* Papers relating to the Slave Trade, ordered to be printed 
7th July, 1817. Page 2. 
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prevented Government from ever establishing it 
as a settlement for captured negroes, its geo- 
graphical position, and detestable climate. His 
words are these, — 

<< Another great objection to Sierra Leone, arises from 
its being at such a distance directly to the windward 
of where the slave vessels are captured, which is generally 
the Bite of Benin, and Beaffra. The vessels are always 
crowded and sickly, and the mortality in making the 
passage exceeds one tenth. Add to this, the climate 
is detestable, the rains commencing the end of April, and 
continuing till the middle of October ; it proves the grave 
of most Europeans who go there, and even those who 
escape the grave, linger out a painful and miserable 
existence. Under these circumstances, I am of opinion 
that Sierra Leone is not so well calculated for forming a 
settlement for emancipated or captured negroes, as the 
Gold Coast, which embraces every advantage ; it is much 
more temperate, the sun is more obscured and of course 
has less power, and I am certain must be much more 
healthy."* 

Sierra Leone was strongly recommended as the 
most proper place for the establishment of a 
Court of Vice-Admiralty, to condemn the slave 
traders captured on the coast, and as a depot for 
paptured negroes, by those Gentlemen who 
describe themselves as the friends of the un- 
happy Africans. If they knew the objection 

* Papers relating to the Slave Trade, ordered to be printed by 
the House of Commons, 7th July, 1817. p. 2. 
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stated by Sir Jatnes Yeo to the geographical 
position of that settlement, to justify the advice 
they gave is impossible; and if they did not 
know it, their ignorance is extreme. More than 
£0,000 captured negroes have been sent to 
Sierra Leone ; and according to Sir James Yeo's 
account, more than 2000 of them have perished 
on the voyage. As both Mr. Stephen and Mr, 
Macaulay have been at sea, they must be pre- 
sumed to be sufficiently aware of the difference 
between beating up to windward and running 
down to leeward, to know that the one is 
a difficult and tedious process, and that the 
other is performed with great ease and celerity. 
Mr. Macaulay in particular, having resided at 
Sierra Leone, must be well acquainted with 
all the localities of that settlement. How 
strange then does it seem, that neither of 
these Gentlemen, whose writings shew that 
they are feelingly alive to the mortality that 
constantly prevails in the hold of a slave ship, 
nor any other of these friends of humanity and 
of the unhappy Africans, should have recom- 
mended the captured slave ships being ordered 
to run down to the Gold Coast, instead of being 
obliged to beat up, at this waste of human life, 
to Sierra Leone ? 

Those who recommended Sierra Leone to his 
Majesty's Government, as the most proper 
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situation for the captured negroes, best know 
their own motives, and have to vindicate the 
advice they gave. This destination certainly held 
out great prospects of advantage, to the few 
individuals who had mercantile establishments 
at that settlement. They would meet with 
much less competition there, in the purchase of 
the condemned ships and cargoes, than they 
might expect on the Gold Coast, where the 
number of factories and traders was far more 
considerable. They might derive a handsome 
profit, by supplying Government with the articles 
necessary to provide for this increased population 
at Sierra Leone, according to the usage at that 
.settlement, at an advance of 75 to 100 per cent;* 
but at the Gold Coast, the African Company pre- 
clude individuals from making these advantages, 
by sending out the articles wanted for the use of 
Government at prime cost and charges, f At 
Sierra Leone, too, a degree of patronage could 
be exercised, that is inconsistent with the 
regulations established at the Gold Coast; and 
Mr. George Macaulay might at one and the 
same time, unite in his own person the three 
lucrative situations of Superintendant of cap- 
tured negroes, Registrar of the Admiralty, and 

* .Report of Committee on the African Forts, ordered to be 
printed by the House of Commons, 26th June, 1816. Minates 
of Evidence, p. 30. 

t Ibid, p. 5. 
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Collector of his Majesty's Customs; though it 
was declared, so long ago as the year 1812, 
in the Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to investigate the forts and settlements on the 
coast of Africa, that " the faithful discharge -of 
" the first duty would fully employ one intelli- 
" gent officer;"* that "the second would of 
" itself occupy two clerks beside the Registrar ;"f 
and though the third has always been considered 
as incompatible with any other office. 

There is an obliquity in the minds of some 
men, that makes them view every object through 
a refracted medium, and gives a wrong direc- 
tion even to their humanity. Various proofs 
of the justice of this remark have been fur- 
nished by those Gentlemen, one of whom 
has told the public, " His Majesty's Ministers 
41 permit us to adopt almost any measure we 
"^please respecting Africa, provided we will but 
" save them the trouble of thinking ;" and the 
following may be added to the number. 

These Gentlemen found out, some time ago, 
that it was a heinous sin to supply the natives 
of Africa with fire arms and gunpowder, lest 
they should use them for the purpose of destroy- 



* Report of Committee on African Forts, ordered to be printed 
by the House of Commons, 26th June, 1816. Appendix, p. 127. 
t Ibid. p. 126. 
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ing one another; and prevailed upon His 
Majesty's Government to prohibit the exporta- 
tion of these articles to that quarter of the 
globe. In vain the British Merchants stated 
that the African chiefs used gunpowder chiefly on 
occasions of rejoicing and solemnity, being just 
as fond of fire, and smoke, and noise, as their 
more civilized brethren; and urged, that even if 
they used it in part for the purpose apprehended, 
no battles were so bloody as those which were 
fought hand to hand ; no wounds so deadly as 
those inflicted by the weapons used by barba- 
rous nations ; battle axes made of hard wood and 
edged with stone, or barbed and jagged spears 
which can never be extracted. In vain, they 
farther urged, that other nations supplied them 
with guns and powder in abundance, and that 
almost the whole trade of Africa had gone from 
the British forts and factories into foreign chan- 
nels, in consequence of this prohibition, to the 
great discouragement of British manufactures 
and British commerce. His Majesty's Ministers, 
o-uided by the counsels of these professors of 
humanity, turned a deaf ear to all other repre- 
sentations. Fortunately it so happened, that a 
Committee of the House of Commons, sat last 
session to enquire into the state of the African 
forts: and upon the examination of witnesses 
before them, as well as from the official dispatches 
of Sir James Lucas Yeo, it appeared, not only that 
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•the facts stated by the Merchants were incontro- 
vertibly true, but also that the Gentlemen before 
mentioned, had been actually checking the in- 
dustry and civilization of Africa, and promoting 
the Slave Trade ; for, that the natives of Africa, 
being unable to procure gunpowder and arms 
from the British forts and factories, in exchange 
for the produce of their industry, had neglected 
cultivation, and resumed the Slave Trade, as the 
only means of obtaining them ; the Spanish and 
Portuguese Slave Traders being always ready to 
furnish them with an ample supply.* A copy 



* Evidence of Samuel Banks, Esq. " Have not foreign nations 
taken away a great part of the trade since the peace? They 
have. — Is not the want of gunpowder in British settlements, and 
the facility with which they procure it from foreign settlements, 
a great cause of that decline? Doubtless; I have been under 
those circumstances myself, that I could not buy a tooth of 
ivory, for want of guns and powder, all along the coast. There 
was a Dutch brig which had a thousand barrels of powder on 
board. — Has not the supply of that article from the Portuguese 
and Spanish slave dealers, very much facilitated the revival of 
the Slave Trade? I think it has.'' — Report from the Committee on 
African Forts, ordered to he printed the 26th June, 1817, page 19. 

" Since the abolition, the war has prevented competition 
from foreign nations, but now the whole coast is inundated with 
French, Dutch, American, and other flags; and they are abun- 
dantly supplied with arms and powder, which enables them to 
undersell our own merchants, whose trade is falling off rapidly, 
and the decline in the price of gold and ivory in Europe has also 
materially affected them. Symptoms of decay are evident 
at Cape Coast Castle, houses are become unsaleable, and all 
accounts agree as to the present difficulties and future apprehen- 
sions." 
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of this evidence was communicated to the Board 
of Trade, and an Order in Council was imme- 
diately issued, to permit the exportation of arms 
and gunpowder to Africa. This measure, which 
has heen productive of great benefit to the 
manufacturing and shipping interests of Great 
Britain, (having occasioned a very important 
increase in the exports to Africa,) will also 
tend to the discouragement of the Slave Trade ; 
as those commodities may now be procured by 
the natives of Africa, at the British forts, in ex- 
change for the legitimate productions of their 
own industry, and not, as before, only at the 
foreign forts, and in exchange for slaves. 



T 



" I beg leave to mention one other circumstance -which I 
think injurious to the mercantile interest of this country, which 
is, the prohibition of arms and gunpowder into Africa; as, how- 
ever laudable the motive may be, the desired end is not obtained, 
and it has only transferred a very lucrative trade from our own 
subjects, into the hands of the Danes, Dutch, &c. who, by im- 
porting these very articles, are enabled, as I have before men- 
tioned, to undersell and monopolize the trade, to the great pre- 
judice of our own merchants. 

" This is neither the only nor the least evil our trade has and 
will suffer from so extensive a Slave Trade under the Spanish 
flag, for now they feel their own security, and do not fear any 
molestation ; they do not hesitate to take their slaves on board in 
the vicinity of, and even between the British forts; the conse- 
quence will be, that they will supply the natives with every 
article they stand in need of (arms and powder included) at a 
much cheaper rate than ourmerchanfs can afford to do, and will 
revive a traffic, which is certainly most popular with every 
African I have seen." — Sir James Yeo's letters ; papers relating to 
the Slave Trade, ordered to be -printed 1th July, 1817. 
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A sentence lately delivered by the learned 
Judge who presides in the High Court of Admi- 
ralty, which may be considered as a master-piece 
of judicial oratory, and conclusive reasoning 
on the right of search in time of peace, will 
probably give a salutary check to those acts of 
aggression and spoliation, which for some years 
past have been committed by our cruizers, and 
sanctioned by the decisions of the Court of 
Vice- Admiralty at Sierra Leone. In pronouncing 
this judgment, the learned Judge, speaking of 
the right of search, observed, — 

" It is said, and with just concern, that it" not per- 
mitted in time of peace, it will be extremely difficult to 
suppress the traffic. It will be so: and no man can 
deny, that the suppression, however desirable, and how- 
ever sought, is attended with enormous difficulties ; 
difficulties which have baffled the most zealous endea- 
vours for many years. To every man it must have been 
evident, that without a general and sincere concurrence 
of all the maritime States, in the principle and in the 
proper modes of pursuing it, comparatively but little of 
positive good could be acquired ; so far at least, as the 
interests of the victims of this commerce were concerned 
in it ; and to every man who looks to the rival claims 
of these States, to their established habits of trade, to 
their real or pretended wants, to their different modes of 
thinking, and to their real mode of acting upon this par- 
ticular subject, it must be equally evident that such a 
concurrence was matter of very difficult attainment. 
But the difficulty of the attainment will not legalize 
measures that are otherwise illegal. To press forward to 



mm® 



age digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



'^0i^'& 




' I 






, 


f- 


T 




118 








a great principle, by breaking through every other 








great principle that stands in the way of its establish- 
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ment, — to force the way to the liberation of Africa, 








by trampling on the independence of other States in 








Europe, — in short, to procure an eminent good by means 








that are unlawful, is as little consonant to private morality 








as to public justice. Obtain the concurrence of other 








nations, if you can, by application, by remonstrance, by 
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example, by every peaceable instrument which man can 
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employ to attract the consent of man. But a nation is 








not justified in assuming rights that do not belong to 
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her, merely because she means to apply them to a 
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laudable purpose; nor in setting out upon a moral cru- 








sade of converting other nations by acts of unlawful 








force."* 








An attempt was made on this trial, by the 
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counsel for the captors, which has since been 








repeated in the House of Commons by Mr. Wil- 
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berforce,f to establish the doctrine that Slave 








Traders ought to be considered as pirates, and 








dealt with accordingly. The learned Judge, feel- 
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ing it to be his duty to decide according to the 








established law of nations, and not according to 








the moral apprehensions of individuals, very pro- 
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perly repressed that fanatical spirit, which would 








break the law, when it cannot bend it to its 








purpose ; which preaches war, under the banner 








of the gospel of peace ; and attempts to promote 






* A Report of the case of Le Louis, Forest, Master. — By 






John Dodson, LL. D. Advocate, p. 47 and 48. 








f -Times, 10th Feb. 1818. 
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the cause of philanthropy and humanity, by acts 
of spoliation and injustice. So profound was 
the silence, and so universal the attention 
throughout the Court, while this sentence was 
delivering, that the sound of a pin, had it fallen, 
might have been distinctly heard; and so long 
as the law of nations continues to be regarded, 
or as law and reason have influence over the 
minds of men, so long will the doctrines laid 
down in that sentence be held in well-merited 
respect and admiration. 

The decision in this case shews the importance 
of the provision in the Treaties lately concluded 
by his Majesty's Ministers with Spain and Por- 
tugal, which stipulates for the right of search, 
in time of peace, of all vessels trading on the 
coast of Africa; a condition which places the 
power, of making the abolition of the Slave 
Trade effectual, in our own hands. 

In the treaty with Spain, instead of giving 
her the £800,000 once offered for abolishing 
the Slave Trade north of the line, and the two 
millions and a half for abolishing it uncondi- 
tionally, his Majesty's Ministers pay only 
£400,000, (a sum little more than equal to the 
indemnities due to her for vessels illegally cap- 
tured and condemned,) in consideration of her 
agreeing to make the former of these conces- 
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sions immediately, and the latter in May 1 SSO. 
To Portugal they pay no pecuniary considera- 
tion whatever. Be it however remembered, 
that in the former negociatious they were 
urged on by the intemperate zeal of the Direc- 
tors of the African Institution; and that, in the 
latter, they were left to the exercise of their 
own discretion. 



V 



Another point in which these Gentlemen have 
interfered in legislative affairs, and with their 
usual success, requires also to be discussed. 

Since the cession of Trinidad to Great Britain 
was first contemplated, they have continually 
exerted their influence with His Majesty's 
Ministers, to prevent the introduction of British 
laws and the British constitution, into that or 
any other new West India colony ; * and in 
conformity with their wishes, the colonies ceded 
under the late treaty of peace, are governed 
by the laws that were in force in them, at the 
time of their surrender to the British arms. 
Demerary and Berbice by the laws of Holland, 
St. Lucia by those of France, and those of Spain 
are still continued in Trinidad. 

* Mr. Stephen's Letter to Mr. Addington. 
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The object of Mr. Stephen and his asso- 
ciates, in establishing this new system of Colonial 
Government, evidently was to reserve these 
colonies as theatres for their political experi- 
ments ; to which the British Constitution, which 
vests the right of legislating upon all matters of 
internal regulation in the Colonial Legislatures, 
would have been an insuperable bar. Accord- 
ingly, an Order in Council was framed by Mr. 
Stephen, under which the registry of slaves 
was enforced in Trinidad. So complex were 
the movements of this piece of machinery, that 
all the efforts of the Registrar and a host of 
clerks, to bring it into action, proved ineffectual. 
Notwithstanding that the Order was dated so 
long ago as the 26th of March, 1812, the returns 
of the personal slaves only have yet been trans- 
mitted to the Colonial Department, but those 
of the plantation slaves, which form the 
great mass of the negro population, have not 
to this moment found their way there; so that 
those made under the acts of .the Colonial Legis- 
latures passed last year, will in all probability 
arrive before them. The Trinidad Registry 
costs that colony £10,000 per annum; that of 
the adjacent island, Grenada, costs £ C 20Q. Such 
is the difference, both in practical utility and 
economy, between regulations framed here by 
men of imperfect local knowledge, and those 
framed on the spot by the Colonial Legislatures. 
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As the French proverb says, " lappetit vient 
" en mangeant;" and Mr. Stephen and his 
friends, having carried their point in the new 
colonies, became extremely impatient to carry 
it in the old ones also. With this view, that 
Gentleman composed the memorable Report of 
the African Institution, entitled "Reasons for Re- 
gistry;" in which he told his readers " that 
" Parliament had only to do in our colonies 
" at large, what the Crown had already done in 
" Trinidad, St. Lucia, and the Isle of France,"* 
and asserted not only " the constitutional right 
" of Parliament to exercise a general jurisdiction 
" over the colonies, but the expediency of an im- 
" mediate Parliamentary interposition," - ]" to ac- 
complish that which the Colonial Legislatures, as 
the event has proved, were not only perfectly 
ready to do, but better qualified to do for them- 
selves, than Parliament for them — pass acts for 
registering their slaves. In this, and other pub- 
lications, much misrepresentation was resorted 
to, tending to inflame the minds of Parliament 
and the public, against their fellow-subjects 
in the West Indies, to such a height, as should 
induce them to interfere with the constitu- 
tional rights of the colonies. Had this scheme 
succeeded, a fine field would have been opened 
for new experiments, the mischiefs of which it 

* Reasons for Registry, p. 78. + Ibid. p. 115. 
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would have been impossible to repair, when 
experience had demonstrated their fallacy : but, 
fortunately, it was defeated by the wisdom and 
moderation of Parliament and of His Majesty's 
Ministers, and the colonies have been preserved 
to this country. 



With what measures they intended to follow 
up the Registry Bill, had they carried their 
point, is not exactly known ; but the following 
declaration of Mr. Stephen proves, that they medi- 
tated some great attack upon West India property. 
" The mischiefs of the most gigantic and barba- 
" rous influence lie in the system itself, and 
" are not to be cured, except by those radical 
" changes, which individual proprietors cannot, if 
" they would, effect, as the case at present stands. 
" Few comparatively can afford such changes."' 
Instead of explaining those radical changes which 
«fezv can afford;' Mr. Stephen hurries away 
from the subject, thus : " I must not stop to 
" prove these truths, or even to make them 
" clearly intelligible to uninformed readers, at 
" present.f Had Parliament thrown down the 
barrier interposed by the representative Govern- 
ments of the West India colonies, these plans 
would soon have been developed, and this 
revolutionary jargon of mysterious import, like 



* Mr. Stephen's first Letter to Mr, Wilberforce, p. 33. f Ibid. 
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one of the proclamations which formerly pre- 
ceded the operations of a republican General 
in a conquered country, (with whom the specious 
words liberty and equality were the harbingers 
of confiscation and tyranny,) would doubtless 
have been followed up by acts of oppression 
and exaction, in the name of humanity and 
philanthropy. 

One avowed object of the introduction of 
foreign laws into the ceded colonies was, the ame- 
lioration of the state of the Slaves ; and therefore 
it becomes important to enquire how far they 
have been benefited by this new system. 

A reference to Stedman's Account of Surinam, 
and to Dr.Pinckard's Notes on theWest Indies, will 
show that excessive cruelties are practised upon 
the Slaves under the laws of Holland. Indeed, 
in order to fix an unmerited stigma on the British 
planters, extracts from the latter of these publi- 
cations were given in a work entitled " West 
India Sketches," in such a manner as to convey 
an impression that the barbarities exercised upon 
the Slaves in the Dutch settlements, were prac- 
tised in our own colonies. The Slaves, there- 
fore, have evidently not been benefited, by the 
continuance of the laws of Holland in Demerary. 

With respect to those of France, it will be 
sufficient to give the following narrative. 
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On the 15 th March, 1817, a sentence of 
the Court of Senechausse in St. Lucie, on five 
runaway negroes, confirmed by the arret of the 
Court of Appeals in that Island, was carried into 
execution in the public market-place in the 
town of Castries; in pursuance of which two of 
them had their ears cut off, were severely 
flossed on the back, and branded on the shoulder 
with a hot iron. The three others were severely 
flogged. This horrid punishment of cutting off 
the ears, was frequently inflicted in St. Lucie, 
while the Island was under French Government, 
as appears from the number of negroes who 
are returned to the Registrar's office, as being 
deprived of their ears. These facts prove, that 
the amelioration of the state of the Slaves has 
not been promoted, by the establishment of 
French laws in the British colonies. 

By the Spanish law, a slave who absents 
himself from his master for four days, is sen- 
tenced to 50 lashes ; for eight days' absence, to , 
100 lashes; for any further absence not exceed- 
ing four months, to 200 lashes ; and for an 
absence exceeding six months, to be hanged by 
the neck till he is dead* 

Such are the laws still in force, and the Or- 



» Recopilatioi; Book. 7. Title 5. Law 21. 
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dinance or Cedula of 1 789, which was printed in 
the Appendix to the fifth Report of the African 
Institution, and declared to be the law of 
Trinidad, but to have entirely fallen into disuse 
since the Colony came into our possession,* 
never was law either there or elsewhere, as may 
be clearly shewn. 

The laws of the Indies, as far as they relate to 
the internal Government of the Spanish Colonies, 
generally originate in the Audencias, and are 
confirmed by the King in Council : but if they 
originate with the King in Council, they must 
be confirmed and promulgated by the Audencias, 
before they have the force of law. This prin- 
ciple is laid down in the laws of the Indies : f 
and the proofs that this Ordinance never was 
promulgated by the Audencia of the Caraccas, 
to whose jurisdiction Trinidad was subject, (and 
consequently that it never was law in Trinidad,) 
are clear and decisive. 
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In the first place, it is not to be found in the 
Recopilation of the laws of the Indies, printed 
under the authority of the king of Spain, at his 
royal press at Madrid, in 1791, two years after 
the date of the Ordinance ; and the preamble to 
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* Fifth Report of the African Institution, page 36. 
f Keoopilatio'u Book 2. Title 1. Law 1; 
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the Recopilation orders, in the king's name, 
" that all other Laws, Cedulas, Ordinances, In- 
" structions or Acts, whether printed or manu- 
" script, shall have no authority whatever, it 
" being differently provided for herein, or they 
" being expressly revoked." 

In the next place, Governor Picton, on the 
30th June, 1800, issued an Ordinance for regu- 
lating the treatment of slaves in Trinidad. This 
Ordinance includes many of the provisions con- 
tained in the Spanish Ordinance of 1789, with 
the addition of others which appear to have been 
taken from the Guardian Act of the Island 
of Grenada. If the Spanish Ordinance of 1789 
had been the law of Trinidad, it would be 
absurd to suppose that Governor Picton, in 
a proclamation, the preamble of which declares 
its object to be to prescribe reasonable bounds 
to the power of masters, and others having the 
charge of slaves, would have enacted again what 
had been enacted already; or that he would 
have thought it necessary to prohibit the master 
from inflicting more than 39 lashes on a slave in 
any case by a new Ordinance, if he had been 
prohibited from giving him more than c 25 lashes, 
bv an Ordinance actually in force. 

That this ordinance is not the law of Trinidad, 
also appears from the judicial decision of Judge 
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Smith. A French surgeon in that Island named 
Le Bis, who was also a planter, was tried before 
him for the murder of his slave. It was proved 
on the trial, that this slave had ran away, and 
that on his being brought back, his master gave 
him near 200 lashes, and then went to breakfast, 
leaving him tied up to the whippingpost; and 
when he returned found him dead. The Attor- 
ney-General Mr. Gloster, who prosecuted on 
behalf of the Crown, cited Governor Picton's 
Ordinance, and contended that the master having: 
murdered his slave, by inflicting a punishment 
upon him contrary to law, must surfer the con- 
sequences of his crime. , Mr. Knox argued on 
behalf of the prisoner, that this Ordinance never 
having been confirmed by the King, had not the 
force of law; and quoted the laws of the Reco- 
pilation, as warranting the punishment which 
had been inflicted, and being the only laws in 
force in Trinidad, under the commission granted 
by ; His Majesty to the Judge, which directed the 
administration of Justice according to the laws 
which were in force during the Spanish Govern- 
ment. Judge Smith agreed in opinion with Mr. 
Knox, and acquitted the prisoner. A certificate 
of the facts of this case, in conformity to the 
foregoing statement, drawn up and signed by 
Mr. Knox, was printed by Mr. Marryat in the 
appendix to a memorial to the Lords Committee 
of the Privy Council, dated 22nd Dec. 1812. 
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These statements prove, that the continuance 
of foreign laws in the newly-ceded colonies, 
so far from having ameliorated the state of the 
slaves, has exposed them to be mutilated and 
floo-o-ed to death, with absolute impunity. 



Nothing but mischief and miscarriage have 
marked the public career of the active Di- 
rectors of the African Institution. The result 
of the assurances they held out to the Sierra 
Leone Company, was the loss of all the 
money advanced by the subscribers. They 
then contrived to throw the load off their owii 
shoulders upon those of Government, raised the 
African Institution upon the ruins of the former 
Company, collected large sums from the bene- 
volent in furtherance of objects which have 
never been carried into effect; and now, after 
not much less than a million of money private 
and public has been expended on the settlement 
of Sierra Leone, the white population consists of 
seventeen men and three women ! and Sir James 
Lucas Yeo, in his Report to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, declares the situation of it to be 
such as renders it wholly unfit for the purposes 
of Government.* At their solicitations, His 
Majesty's Ministers paid Portugal £600,000 



* See page 110. 
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sterling for stipulating to abolish the Slave 
Trade north of the line ; and Sir James Lucas 
Yeo states that the whole of this money is 
entirely thrown away, for that the traffic in 
slaves- is carried on within that district as much 
as ever, with only the difference of their being 
marched across the country for embarkation. 
They issued instructions to the commanding 
officers of His Majesty's Navy, framed under a 
misconstruction of the treaties between this 
country and Portugal, in consequence of which 
we found ourselves under the necessity of 
paying that Power £300,000 as a compen- 
sation for vessels illegally captured. They 
brought a Bill into the House of Com- 
mons, for giving large bounties upon captured 
slaves, under which we had paid £314,000, 
to June last, and which makes it the interest 
of the captors to promote instead of preventing 
the Slave Trade ; having the same tendency as 
has been imputed to the rewards on the convic- 
tion of capital offenders, to obtain which thief- 
takers are said to suffer young beginners to go 
on, till they can obtain the blood-money for their 
apprehension. They persuaded His Majesty's. 
Ministers to establish foreign laws, and an 
arbitrary form of government, in all the newly- 
ceded Colonies, to the great oppression of 
the white as well as of the black popula- 
tion. They undertook the management of 
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the Crown Estates in Berbice, where they 
squandered all the revenue of the Estates, 
and more than doubled the mortality among 
the slaves. They brought forward a Re- 
gistry Bill in Parliament on grounds which 
they could not establish ; and supported it by 
such calumnious and inflammatory publica- 
tions, as excited a general ferment among the 
slaves in all the Colonies, and an actual insur- 
rection in Barbadoes. In every instance their 
interference has been disastrous, and shews how 
totally unfit they are to be entrusted with the 
direction of any political concerns. 



All pretence for again bringing forward a 
Registry Bill in the British Parliament, has been 
done away, both by Registry Bills having been 
passed in the different West India colonies, and 
by the actual accomplishment of that measure, the 
expectation of which induced Mr. Wilberforce 
to suspend the progress of his Bill in 1816; the 
renunciation of the Slave Trade by Spain. 
Portugal will now remain the only state by 
which it can be carried on; and as all her 
colonial acquisitions are to the south of the 
line, no slave ship can appear within many de- 
grees of the latitude in which any of the British 
Colonies are situated, without being subject to 
confiscation. This circumstance, as it may be 
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Expected to preclude the British Planters froffl 
the possibility of engaging in any illicit traffic 
in slaves, will, it is to be hoped, exempt them 
from the suspicion of it also. If the African 
Institution had really no other motive for urging 
Parliament to interfere with the political rights 
of the Colonial Legislatures, than a wish to 
guard against the violation of the Abolition 
Laws, all attempts to renew such interference 
will now cease. If not, it will be evident 
that their former declarations on this subject 
were insincere. 



< 



The object they still profess to have in 
view, is one of peculiar delicacy and difficulty ; 
and like most of their other plans, comes recom- 
mended by an appearance of humanity and 
philanthropy : the amelioration of the present 
condition of the slaves. No man can reflect 
-upon a state of slavery, without feelings of pain 
and regret ; but having been established in our 
Colonies by Parliamentary encouragement and 
authority, those whose interests depend upon it, 
are under the protection of the Legislature, and 
it must be considered with due regard to the 
rights of property as well as to those of nature. 

To use the words of the Learned Judge of the 
High Court of Admiralty, in the most able and 
elaborate sentence previously noticed, 



i 



V 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



^ 



>T 



>' 



133 

" Let me not be misunderstood, or misrepresented, as 
a professed apologist for this practice, when 1 state facts 
which no man can deny — that personal slavery arising 
out of forcible captivity is coeval with the earliest periods 
of the history of mankind — that it is found existing 
(and as far as appea rs withoutanirr^jversion) in the 
earliest and most authentic records of the human race — 
that it is recognized by the codes of the most polished 
nations of antiquity — that under the light of Christianity 
itself, the possession of persons so acquired, has been in 
every civilized country invested with the character of 
property, and secured as such by allJhe_jgrotecUons 
of law : solemn treaties have been framed, and national 
monopolies eagerly sought, to facilitate and extend the 
commerce in this asserted property ; and all_ 
the sanctions of law, public, and muulc 




opposition, except the protests of a fey private 
mora'rfc^s, little heard of and less attended to in every 
country,lNd till within these very fewyyears in this 
particular couWy. 

To abolish sla\ry, Mr. ¥j& said, would be 
an act of insanity, jte stopruts farther progress, 
was an act of justice, pjtficy, and humanity. — ■ 
This has been clone. Graat Britain sacrificed 
secondary to superior intereSs. Her example 
has been followon ; and the sork of Africa will 
shortly find protection and repos&^under the 
public law oJ'Europe. 



* Report of the case of the Louis, Forest, Master. — By John 
Dodton, LL.D. Advocate, p. 41. 
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Still, however, the condition of those on 
whom the hard lot of slavery has already fallen, 
is a subject of great and general interest. What 
then is their real state, and in what mode can it 
be ameliorated? 

If the real state of the slaves were such as it 
has been described; if the charges against the West 
India Planters, of systematic injustice, cruelty, 
and oppression, were justly founded ; well might 
general indignation be roused against them, and 
the propagation of those inflammatory doctrines, 
which excite the slaves to insurrection and mas- 
■sacrevbe" almost justified. But this is not the 
case. These descriptions are exaggerated and 
distorted. They characterize the whole West 
India community, by some particular instance 
of barbarity. We lately read in this country, of 
ruffians surrounding a house in the dead of night, 
setting fire to straw which they had heaped 
around it, and smothering a whole family, men, 
women and children, in the flames: but is an 
act ©f this savage barbarity, the very recital of 
"which fills us with horror, to characterize the 
Whole nation ? Certainly not 5 and yet such is 
the manner in which the West India Planters 
are treated by the African Institution ! 

That credit should be given to statements so 
industriously and confidently circulated, is by no 
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*neans surprising. The Gentlemen who make 
them, come forward as Advocates in the cause 
of suffering humanity, a cause which meets 
with sympathy in every British breast; and the 
pictures they draw are so highly coloured, that 
they cannot fail to produce a very powerful 
effect. Unfortunately for the' West India 
Planters, the scene of realities lies at a distance 
of a thousand leagues, and the only answer they 
can give to the inflamed and exaggerated repre- 
sentations of their accusers, is a positive denial 
of their truth. If they call upon individuals resi- 
dent in the West Indies to support them in this 
denial, (and they alone are -qualified to give 
evidence upon this subject,) the African Institu- 
tion have discovered a short but effectual mode 
of invalidating their testimony, by laying it 
down as a principle, that the heart of every 
man who goes to the West Indies becomes 
hardened,* and that no credence is due to any 
of their assertions, as they are self-interested 
parties.f 

The testimony of the late Agent for the Ber- 
bice Commissioners, may perhaps be considered 
as an exception to this general rule. He says, 
" Let us take the satisfaction of believing, that 
" the labours of thirty years have not been 

* Reasons for Registry, p. 23, 59, 81; cum multis aliis. 
t"Mj. Stephen's Letter signed Troth, Courier, July 26th, 1S1& 
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" quite in vain. It is indeed true, that benefit 
" is not yet much heard of; for it is noiscthat 
" makes itself be heard, and wrong is always 
" noisy; while the conviction of right, and the 
*■*■ advance of truth, are silent in their progress."* 
This Gentleman states, that some owners and 
managers treat their slaves with undue severity ; 
and it is to be feared, that in every country, and 
in all ages, men will be found who gratify their 
bad passions, unrestrained by principle. But laws 
are made to punish what they cannot prevent; 
and the narrative which he occupies six pages in 
relating, of an unmerciful punishment inflicted 
by the present Dutch manager of Sandvoort 
Estate, on a female slave, concludes with stating, 
that he was prosecuted, convicted and punished 
for the offence, and the suffering slave removed 
from within the reach of his power. t 



V 



One great disadvantage under which the West 
India Planters labour, is, that every good and 
generous feeling has been" artificially excited 
against them by their opponents; who have also 
in their favour, (to borrow a phrase from 
Mr. Stephen,) " that propensity which there is 
" in the world, to read a strange calumnious 
" tale, rather than its sober and natural refuta- 

* Letters on the West Indies, by James Walker, p. 195 & 195, 
f Ibid. p. 262—267. 
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" tion.* However justly, therefore, the West 
Indians may plead, that it is not in human, 
nature for a whole community to be actuated 
by principles of such diabolical depravity as are 
imputed to them ; and that if they were unin- 
fluenced by any better motive, their own interest 
would prevent them from maltreating and de- 
stroying their slaves, on whose health and. 
strength their own prosperity depends, still 
they find those unfavourable prejudices which 
have been excited against them, too deeply 
rooted to be easily eradicated; and unfortunately 
they make the strongest impression on the 
most humane and feeling minds. 

A fair picture of the state of West India 
■society, has lately been drawn by a well-in- 
formed writer upon Colonial Subjects, who is 
neither a British Planter nor a West Indian, 
and who therefore cannot reasonably be sup- 
posed to have any Colonial prejudices on this 
subject. He writes as follows, — 

" It is but justice to the Colonists, to state, that before 
the late Revolution in Fiance, slavery had lost much of its 
severity. The master, almost universally, had ceased 
to tyrannize ; the slave to rebel. In proportion as the 
chain was lightened, the slave bore it with greater ease, 
and showed less disposition to break it. Slavery daily 
approached nearly and more nearly to a state of domes- 
ticity. Its rigors were lost in habits of increasing 
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humanity ; and tlic slave having less to fear, was less tc? 
be feared. Proprietors in general were sensible of the 
union between their own interests, and the good treatment 
of their slaves. Many of them were as much their fathers 
as masters ; and the negroes repaid their kindness, by 
fidelity and attachment. A thousand examples might 
be given of these reciprocal sentiments, equally honour- 
able to those who inspired, and to those who felt them. 
A large estate was an immense family, resembling a 
patriarchal establishment in the golden age of primitive 
society. This picture grew daily more common ; so that 
crimes of masters against their slaves, and of slaves 
against their masters, becoming more and more rare — 
all proverbial expressions and inflammatory descriptions 
«f the miserable -condition of the negroes, lost their resent 
blance and their truth ; they related to times past, not to 
times present. There were still some cruel masters, and 
some ungrateful slaves; but their number was greatly 
diminished, and trifling compared with those of a different 
character, of whom, as the majority, and almost the to- 
tality, we are speaking.. 

M The condition of the slaves in general, was gradually 
and constantly ameliorating; and this state of things 
approached most nearly to perfection, and to the fulfil- 
ment of. the wishes of every intelligent mind. Being 
voluntary, proceeding from manners and not from laws, 
it had a more natural as well as more powerful operation, 
than positive laws could give; because laws are confined 
in their range, fixed and determinate in their objects, 
whilst manners embrace an infinity of circumstances for 
which laws can never provide. Slavery then approached 
that state, lo which the most enlightened reason, unabls 
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to abolish it, would wish to bring it, for the mutual benefit 
of the master and slave. 

" The master lived without fear, and without reproach ; 
the slave without apprehension, and without danger ; 
the one commanded without severity, the other obeyed 
without regret ; and in this slate of things, become ge- 
neral and habitual, slavery even in the eyes of the 
slaves, had lost much of its horrors, and the yoke divided 
among so many was the more easily borne. The master, 
in the increasing population of the Colony, and the 
Dumber of other masters who surrounded him, lost the 
lofty and contracted notions of his predecessors, who 
lived more isolated, and exposed to the observation of 
fewer eye-witnesses. The gradual extension of his 
relations with Europe, and the introduction of European 
manners and sentiments, confirmed the Colonist in the 
good treatment of his slaves. He dare not subject him- 
self to that contempt and horror, which cruelty towards 
them would inevitably inspire. We feel pleasure in 
noticing this change, to the credit of the Colonists, and 
that progress in civilization of which it is the evident 
result ; and yet even this amelioration in the state of the 
slave, cannot always prevent him from attempting to 
break his chain, so heavy is the burthen."* 

Tli is is a true and dispassionate picture of 
West India society, notwithstanding the calum- 
nies and libels of the African Institution; at 
least, such it was before their interference 
changed' the scene. All their efforts appear 



f Pes Colonies, par 31. Do Pradt, torn. i. p. 317. 
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to have been directed to make an impression 
upon Parliament, and the Public, in favour 
of the slaves and against their masters, without 
reflecting- what ill effects such representations 
must necessarily produce, upon the feelings and 
conduct of the slaves themselves. Here their 
zeal greatly outran their discretion ; for such 
unfortunately is the" nature of slavery, that like 
a gangrened wound, it can scarcely be touched 
without being inflamed. Slaves, with minds thus 
artificial^ and powerfully excited, can think on 
their condition with no other feelings than how 
to shake it off. All those nice distinctions, 
those balances of interest which Europeans con- 
sider in these discussions, are lost upon them. 
When they hear of some intended change, 
they think of nothing but emancipation; be- 
cause slaves, like other men, think of what they 
wish ; and what they wish they naturally believe. 
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With the proof of these truths before his 
e} 7 es, in the late catastrophe at Barbadoes, what 
but the most blind and fiery zeal, could lead 
Mr. Stephen again to sound the tocsin of 
insurrection, and call upon his followers to 
pursue their mad career? " A single extreme 
" case, (says he,) ought not to alarm us for the 
" consequences of their clamour within the 
" islands ; while we have the uniform ex- 
" perience of near thirty years, that the poor, 
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*} abject, human herd around them, are as list- 
" less, and dead to these apparently dangerous 
" stimulants, as their masters plainly suppose."* 
Tn another passage he applies epithets of 
reproach and degradation to the slaves in 
the other colonies, with whom he appears to be 
displeased, for not showing the same spirit as 
their brethren in Barbadoes. " The timid,, 
" torpid, stupified character, formed under the 
" driving whip, has proved itself, in every other 
" instance, too depressed, and cold, and dull for 
" excitemeut."f 

If such excitements as these are continued, 
slavery, as Mr. Stephen himself has declared, 
" can only end by terrible revolutions/'^ Jf 
not, it may terminate in the West Indies, as 
it has done in all other countries ; and the 
question is, whether it should be put an 
end to, at once, by such a convulsion as 
took place in St. Domingo, or suffered to 
expire in the regular course of nature, as in 
those nations where " it was not ploughed up 
" by revolution, or mown down by the scythe 
" of legislative abolition, but was plucked up, 
" stalk by stalk, by the progressive hand of pri- 
"" vate and voluntary enfranchisement. Slavery 

* Speech of James Stephen, Esq. p. 16. f Ibid. p. 14. 
$ Roasons for Registry, p. 89. 
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" ceased in England, only because the last 
" slave at length obtained his manumission, or 
" died without a child.'"* 






The progress towards the termination of 
slavery in the West Indies, is in that very 
desirable and promising course, Mr. Stephen 
has described. " In every country in which 
" slavery has been mitigated in its kind, or 
" ceased to exist, after having once extensively 
" prevailed, the supply of foreign slaves has 
" been first cut off."f He farther tells us, " that 
" when, under Augustus and his early suc- 
" cessors, prisoners of war became scarce, the 
" Roman masters began of necessity to bend their 
" attention to the care and preservation of the 
" slaves which they already possessed /'+ The 
very same necessity, arising from the very same 
cause, is now in full operation upon the minds of 
the masters in the British West India colonies; 
and as the nature of man is the same in all 
ages and countries, will of course produce the 
very same effect. 



<1> 



We read, in a subsequent passage, " that 
" such progress was made in the improve- 
" ment of the condition of the slaves, and 
11 the extinction of slavery, that before the 

* Reasons for Registry, p. 41. f Ibid. p. 9. I Ibid. 
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" dissolution of the empire, the number of 
" persons held in pure slavery became com- 
" paratively small, though the institution itself 
" was never expressly abolished."* From the 
reign of Augustus, to the final dissolution of 
the Roman empire, comprehended a period 
of about thirteen centuries ; from the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade to the present moment 
is only eleven years. Mr. Stephen, however, 
appears extremely dissatisfied, that the West 
India Planters have not already extinguished 
slavery; and impatiently exclaims, " unless 
" negro slavery is to be eternal, "| it is high 
time for Parliament to interfere. 

This Gentleman seems to forget, that before 
the slaves can be qualified to be their own 
masters, they must make a certain advance in 
civilization. Civilization alone can change 
their present habits and manners; and intro- 
duce among them that regular habitual in- 
dustry, which characterizes the inhabitants of 
all polished states; and this very progress from 
barbarism to civilization, is also the natural 
progress from slavery to freedom. 

Since the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
slaves are more than ever the objects of their 



* Reasons for Registry, p. 10. 



t Ibid. p. 89. 
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masters' care, because the loss of thein is 
irreparable. In those islands which formerly 
depended upon importations from Africa, and 
which were never fully peopled, the number of 
males far exceeds that of females, the Planters 
having preferred purchasing slaves of that 
sex, from which they coidd derive the greatest 
quantity of productive labour. The necessary 
consequence of this inequality between the 
sexes is, a great decrease of the population; 
which must continue, till it falls to the level 
of the numbers of that sex, by which alone 
it* can be supplied. The slaves may then 
be expected to keep up their numbers, as 
they have done for many years past, in the old 
islands, which are fully peopled, and where 
this disproportion between the sexes does not 
exist. It must be admitted too, that whatever 
tends to improve the condition of the slaves, 
tends also to promote their natural increase ; and, 
as among the Romans, the cutting off the supply 
of foreign slaves, induced the masters to bend 
their attention to the care and preservation of 
those they already possessed ; the same motive 
will operate in the same manner upon the 
West India Planters, and thus indulgence will 
lead to a more rapid multiplication of the 
species. As the number of hands increases, 
the value of labour will diminish. As the dis- 
position to voluntary labour grows up with 
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civilization, forced labour will become un- 
necessary; and slavery itself, the foundation of 
forced labour, no longer be requisite.* It will 
then be found as impossible to maintain slavery 
in the West Indies, as it is at present to super- 
sede it by free labour. 

Slavery is a chronic disorder, which requires 
slow and gentle alteratives. Violent medicines 
only fix the complaint, and render it still more 
inveterate. The recent revolutionary attempts of 
the slaves, have occasioned corresponding mea- 
sures of severity and precaution on the part of 
their masters ; and thus the African Institution 
are retarding the event they wish to accelerate. 
This is in the nature of things ; and history tells 
us that the same cause produced the same effect, 
in the days of the Roman Republic. " Against 
" such internal enemies, whose desperate in- 
" surrections had more than once reduced the 
" republic to the brink of destruction, the most 
" severe rigour, and the most cruel treatment, 
" seemed almost justifiable, by the great law of 
" self-preservation. "t When the stake con- 
tended for, is freedom on the one side, and 



* " Out of such a state of society, the thing would arise as 
naturally, and almost as silently, as the stalk of corn rises from 
the seed." — Walker's Letters on the West Indies, page 52. 

+ Gibbon's Roman Empire, vol. i. p. 64. 
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life and fortune on the other, must it not be 
expected to follow, that each party will resort 
to the most violent and desperate means to 
secure its object, and become callous to every 
feeling of compunction or humanity ? 

This is a subject, in which every in- 
habitant of the British empire has a direct 
interest; for it involves the fate of the West 
India Colonies. Mr. Stephen may disparage 
them, as " drains of our commercial capital, 
"which sink every century more than they 
" are worth," but his splenetic and intem- 
perate effusions will have no weight, with men 
of dispassionate and enlightened minds. Great 
Britain derives much of her importance from 
her colonial acquisitions ; they are one great 
source of her wealth, and her wealth is the 
source of her power ; they constitute that 
chain of military posts, with which she engirts 
the globe, and commands the access to eveiy 
sea ; they are the foundation of that maritime 
greatness, which enables her to give law to 
the world. 

These valuable possessions are not to be 
put to hazard, by the wild rage for innovation 
and experimental legislation, that actuates 
some enthusiastic individuals: and the great 
object of these pages, is to warn Parliament 
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and the public against countenancing any new 
projects, which may again inflame the minds 
of the slaves against their masters, and expose 
the West India colonies to a repetition of those 
dangers, from which they have lately had so 
narrow an escape. 
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